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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ALBANIANS RECALL YUGOSLAV INTERFERENCE IN THLIR ECONOMY 


{Editorial Report ]--In an article entitled "The Interference of the Yugoslav 
Revisionists in the Economy of Albania and the Struggle of the Albanian Com- 
munist Party Against This Interference Upto its Complete Annihilation-- 
December 1944-June 1948", published in the January-February-March 1979 issue 
of PROBLEME EKONOMIKE, the Tirana organ of the Institute of Economic Studies 
ot the Academy of Sciences of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, 
pages 77-102, Iljaz Fishta and Veniamin Toci present the history of Yugoslav 
interference in the Albanian economy under four main headings: 1) "The coor- 
dination of the economic plans, unification of customs activities, and equality 
of currency and the Titoist intentions of absorbing the Albanian economy"; 

2) “The creation of joint companies and the efforts of the Yugoslav revision- 
ists to control the keys to the Albanian economy"; 3) "The attempts of the 
Yugoslav revisionists to use credits as a means of blackmail for the economic 
and political subjugation of Albania"; 4) "The effects on the Albanian economy 
of the hostile activity of the Yugoslav revisionists". The authors quote 

from the works of Enver Hoxha and Gogo Nushi, from the archives of the State 
Bank and the Ministry of Finance, from GAZETA ZYTRARE, the official compen- 
dium of laws, and from the documents of the Central State Archives. They 
recall the treachery of the supporter of the Yugoslavs, Koci Xoxe, "who held 
important posts in the Albanian party and government" at that time. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SOVIETS PROTEST YUGOSLAV PUBLICATION--For the second time recently the 
Soviet news agency TASS has criticized the publication of “anti-Soviet 
writings" in Yugoslavia. This time it is the Belgrade KOMUNIST newspaper's 
publication of speeches by Mao Tse-tung, Hua Guofeng, and other Chinese 
leaders under the title "Marxism in the World." TASS condemns the 
"malicious Chinese attacks against the Soviet Union and the CPSU" ccn- 
tained therein, pointing to the preface which invites readers to "draw 
their own conclusions as to which positions they share with the Chinese, which 
vre similar and which different." In the middle of July TASS discovered an 
anti-Soviet "diatribe" in Yugoslav bookstores. This was the book by 
scholar and member of the PRAXIS group Vranicki, "Marxism and Socialism." 
The Russians consider Vranicki a pamphletist with undefinable "Euro- 
Communist" learnings. This criticism was the first attack against 
Yugoslavia in the Soviet media since President Tito's return [from Moscow] 
in May this year. [Excerpts] [Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in 
German 30 Jul 79 p 4! 
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ALBANTA 


ANTI-MARXIST CHARACTER OF CHINESE POLICY EXPOSED 
Tirana DRITA in Albanian 20 May 79 pp 14, 15 


[Article by Tefik Caushi: "'The One Hundred Flowers'--An Anti-Marxist Policy 
of the Chinese Revisionists"; passages between slantlines printed in 
boldface] 

[Text] In his work “Imperialism and the Revolution,” Comrade Enver Hoxha, 
denouncing the Chinese revisionism and social-imperialism, among other 

things, unmasks the opportunistic policy of the "one hundred flowers," 

/"“The revisionist concepts of Mao Zedong,/ Comrade Enver Hoxha writes, 

/“are based on the policy of cooperation and of alliance with the bourgeoisie, 
continually implemented by the Chinese Communist Party. This is the source 

of the anti-Marxist and anti-Leninist course of the ‘blooming of one 

hundred flowers and of the competition of one hundred schools,’ which is the 
direct expression of the coexistence of the opposing ideologies."/ The 
exposing of the reactionary essence of this course, which is serving for so 
long as the fundamental line of the Chinese Communist Partv in the sphere 

of policy and ideology, is another contribution of our party to the struggle 
against modern revisionism. 


Even in a rapid critical examination of how the author, Mao Zedong, presents 
and develops this theory, one can clearly see its thoroughly anti-socialist 
and reactionary content. 


The slogan, “Let one hundred flowers bloom and let one hundred schools of 
thought compete,” invites doctrines, trends and whole philosophical systems, 
which are different from each other, not in stvle, but in outlook, in 
ideology and in the method of study and of interpretation and which are 

in contradiction with the entire Marxist-Leninist ideology and outlook to 

be introduced and activated in the field of art and science, 


To create the opportunity for the most varied opinions, trends and methods 
to bloom in the field of art and science, in a country which claims it is 
building socialism, means to give free rein to foreign ideologies and to 
give them the right to deal with the citizens. It is quite clear that here 
we have to deal with abandonment of the class principle concerning the 
evaluation and direction of the artistic and scientific activity. All this 
is in complete contradiction with the teachings of the classics of Marxism- 
Leninism and with the more than a century-old revolutionary practice of the 
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working class. In the article "The Party's Organization and the Party's 
Literature,” strongly stressing the principle of the proletarian party- 
mindedness, Lenin demanded ti\at all art must become an undivided part of 
the party's work, so that it will be inspired and guided by the communist 
ideals and be openly linked only with the proletariat. In this regard, 
"the flower garden,” preached by the Chinese revisionists, is a flagrant 
violation of Marxist-Leninist principles, a typical revisionist denial of 
the basic principles of Marxist-Leninist aesthetics and philosophy. 


Art and science, however, are not the only fields for which the "one 
hundred flowers” policy is destined. In one of his speeches, in March 1957, 
Mao Zedong presents it as a good method not only for developing science 

and art, but also for guiding anv work and, first of all, ideological mat- 
ters, under the pretext that it permits vou to make fewer mistakes. He 
Says: we support the “let the one hundred schools compete” principle and 

we think that many trends, a number of schools, can exist in each branch 

of knowledge. 


Exploiting the true meaning of this slogan, as it was expected, the counter- 
revolutionary and ultrarevolutionary elements have also adopted it. It is 
not difficult to understand that the opportunity for these slogans to be 
used by the enemies of the Chinese people was given by the opportunistic 
content of the slogans themselves, as the concrete expression and component 
part of "Mao Zedong's idea.” This fact is ascertained and openly accepted 

by Mao 7edong himself. He says: "If we judge bv the words,” these slogans 
"do not have a class character: they can be used by the proletariat, they 
can be used by the bourgeoisie, and they can be used bv other people." 


The enemies of Marxism have always tried, at least in appearance, to mask 
their true visage by means of words. While, on this occasion, the words 
themselves do not at all conceal the true purpose that the thoughts of a 
leader, who presented himself as a Marxist, be so generously put at the 
disposal of all the parties. 


In order to find a “theoretical” basis for the “one hundred flowers” policy, 
Mao Zedong falsifies in the most stupid manner, mutilating Lenin's thought 
on the law of the unity and struggle of opposing elements, by speaking 
here and there only about the unity of opposing elements. This specula- 
tion tives him as an opportuntstic distorted opening to revise Marxist- 
Leninist theory and to prop up both the “one hundred flowers” idea and the 
other aspects of "Mao Zedong's ideas,” such as that of the existence of 
two lines in the partv, the liberal attitude in the class struggle, the 
anarchical understanding of the line of the masses and of democracy, the 
cadre policy, the reconciliatory attitude toward religion, pragmatic and 
reactionary foreign policy and so forth. 


According to "Mao Zedong's ideas," the "one hundred flowers” policy is the 
best wav to solve contradictions in the period of the building of the 
socialist society. Comrade Enver Hoxha's criticism of Mao Zedong's 
points of view, in connection with the problem of contradictions, clearly 
shows that the implementation of the "one hundred flowers" policy in this 








field relies entirely on anti-Marxist, liberal and oprortunistic views. 
From all that Mao Zedong says in connection with the application of the 
"one hundred flowers" policy in the field of contradictions, it seems that 
the contradictions that arise between us and the manifestations of foreign 
ideologies are not antagonistic contradictions but non-antagonistic con- 
tradictions; therefore, the way and method of solving them must not be a 
struggle against them, but conviction, discussion and social criticism. 

Of course, here it is not a question of the bearer, but of the manifesta- 
tions of foreign ideologies themselves. Mao Zedong asks the question: 
“What attitude must we take toward non-Marxist points of view?" And he 
answers: “The ideclozy of the bourgeoisie and petit-bourgeoisie certainly 
will be reflected in sume things; it will certainly be manifested per- 
sistently and continually in political and ideological matters.... We must 
not prevent the manifestation of this ideology by using the method of 
oppression; on the contrary, we must permit its manifestation and, at the 
same time, when it manifests itself, we must carry out discussions and 
make relevant criticism.” He preaches that we must take the same attitude 
in regard to artistic works with ideas incompatible with Marxist-Leninist 
ideology. 


Comrade Enver Hoxha, on the basis ot Marxist-Leninist theory which classi- 
fies contradictions in two maior types, antagonistic and non-antagonistic 
types, [and, dependent on this, also determines the methods to solve them] 
criticizes and unmasks the sophistic reasonings of Mao Zedong, according 
to which the opposing elements are transformed into each other, just like 
changes in places, and not on the basis of the struggle between tiem that 
bring about a qualitative change in the phenomenon itseif. This stems 
from the fact that Mao Zedong rejects the laws of Marxist ‘talectics 

and works with the mechanistic theses of the old Chinese 1! ‘losophers. 


The fierce struggle and clear-cut, militant and determined attitude toward 
non-Marxist views are distinctive characteristics of a true communist party. 


While, on the contrary, the Chinese revisionists, having an opportunistic 
sosition with regard to antagonistic contradictions in the fields of art, 
culture and ideology in general, call “dogmatism” the principledness and 


militant spirit which should be taken toward foreign ideologies. 


The “one hundred flowers” policy is against the unity of political and 
ideological points of view and preaches and defends the thesis of ideological 
pluralism. Mao Zedong savs: "We allow the lack of unity of thoughts in 

the bosom of the people.... It is not possible to make the social point of 
view identical and it must not be made identical.” As he himseif explains, 
here it is not the question of points of view which can have an individual 
character, but of social, progressive or backward, revolutionary or counter- 
revolutionary, points of view which have an emphasized ideological character 
and play a great role in the development of society, Moreover, he appeals 
for the preservation of one of the sources that nurtures these reactionary 
points of view, these flowers, which have all the colors, with the exception 

















of red. It is a question of the people's enemies, the counterrevolution- 
aries, factionalists and the bourgéois propagandists and others. He 
writes: “There is nothing wrong if a handful of people, whose mistakes 


are clear to the large working masses, is preserved in a big and strong 
state.” 


The party and Comrade Enver Hoxha have taught us that, rega*4!s4s of 
national characteristics of different countries, the ideological base of 
the socialist art is and must be the same, that is, Marxism-Leninism, as 
an absolute truth, and there is no reason why even one of the hairs on its 
head should be touched because of the specific circumstances of this or 
that country. However, the Chinese revisionist leaders are of the opinion 
that such a thing is not at all mandatory and necessary, /"by propagandiz- 
ing,"/ as Comrade Enver Hoxha says in “Imperialism and the Revolution,” 
“the revisionist thesis, according to which Marxism should have a parti- 
cular specific content in every country."/ The purpose is that their 
ideological pluralism be transformed into a work norm on the internati<' 
level. 


The issue of setting healthy ideological-artistic criteria in the evalua- 
tion of artistic creativity has alwavs been a problem of a decisive 
importance for a communist party, because it has served to separate pro- 
letarian ideology, culture and art from those of the enemies. And this 
criterion has always been a clear thing which gives no reason to raise 
doubts or discussion when a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist path is being 
pursued. Lenin used to say "the party's program, the party's tactical 
resolutions and its status serve to “determine the boundary between what 

is compatible with the party spirit and what is against the party spirit.... 
"The issue of the criterion is also developed in the writings of Mao Zedong, 
who presents some opinions about the distinction between fragrant flowers 
and poisonous herbs, but adds: “The people, who do not agree with these 
criteria, can, certainly, present their opinions and polemicize.” This 
means not only to allow foreign potnts of view and ideologies, but also 

to allow everyone to measure things according to his “kut” [measure of 
length]. It is understood that this point of view paves the way for 
ideological disorder, confusion and anarchy in the ideological sphere. 


Implementing the “one hundred flowers" policy, the denial of the class 
principle is seen not only in the field of art, but also in all the 
spheres of social awareness, This road is also being pursued in the 
assessment of China's history, which Mao Zedong recommends to be 
summarized from Confucius to our davs, because, this summary, according 
to him, is a precious legacy for the present days, In open contradiction 
with the teachings of the classics of Marxism-Leninism, according to whom 
the class principle and critical examination of material and spiritual 
values from the revolutionary pesition of the time are at the basis of the 
evaluation cf the past culture, the leaders of Chinese revisionism are of 
the opinion that everything of the past is “a precious legacy,” including 
Confucius, this reactionary idealist philosopher and moralist, whose 





sayings include the following: "The sovereign's virtue is like the wind, . 
the people's virtue like the erass; the erass bends when the wind blows"; | 
“work must be managed in such a manner that the people will acr without 
understanding anything”; “the hiehest virtue is to stand in the middle”; 

“a gentleman must behave like a gentleman, a subordinate must be submis- 

sive, and a father must behave like a father” and so forth. This means 

to put in one bag both the good thing and the bad thing: it means to feed 

the working class and the new generations with reactionary philosophies, 

with which Marxist-Leni. ‘st science has been and is in irreconcilable 

conflict. 


All the theoretical treasure left to us by the classics of Marxism and all 
their practical revolutionary activity clearly say that there is no peace- 
ful coexistence and cannot be anv peaceful coexistence in ideology and that 
the ideology of the working class in a society, led by the communist party, 
is and must be the dominating one. The Leninist axiom: “Either proletarian 
ideology or bourgeois ideologv, there is no middle way.” While, Mao Zedong, 
referring to the “let one hundred flowers bloom” course, produces the other 
opportunistic slogan “coexistence for a lou time and reciprocal control" 
with the democratic parties of the bourgeoisie and petit-bourgeoisie in all 
fields of social activity, including the ideological field. 


Examining the “one hundred flowers and one hundred schools” policy, 

Mao Zedong, in all his speeches. says that a line like this one requires 
that impurity and filth be permitted to come into the open and that 
poisonous herbs be permitted to grow. Whenever the question arises to give 
ideas about the theatrical repertoire or about literary art works in 
general, it pleases him to repeat his favorite phrase “according to me, a 
few impurities are permitted.” In his book “Imperialism and the Revolution,” 
Comrade Enver Hoxha denounces the opportunistic and adventurous essence 

of "Mao Zedong’s idea,” according to which poisraous herbs not only must 
be permitted, but also the opportunities must be created for these things 
to be realized in practice, because this is mach better; while their 
prohibition would be a dangerous thing, Mao Zedong says: "To prevent the 
people from coming into contact with what is wrong, with what is ugly or 
with what is hostile to us, with idealism and metaphysics, and preventing 
them from knowing the ideas of Confucius, Lao-Tse and Chiang Kai-Shek, 
would be a dangerous policy. This would lead to the regression of 
thought, to onesidedness, and would make the human being unfit to resist 
the tests of life.,." Further on, he says that the struevle against 
poisonous herbs is useless, because, “nevertheless, they will grow again; 
they will grow even after 100 million vears.” This means to propcgandize 
fatalism, the futility of the revolutionary struggle, the perpetuation of 
capitalism and the complete lack of perspective, in an unscrupulous 
manner. The bourgeois and all international reactionaries, be it only 

for this propaganda, will be very grateful to Mao 7edong and to all 
leaders of Chinese revisionism, 


In all this “theory” there is a corrosive logic connected with the necessity 
ind usefulness of the manifestation of foreign ideologies in society. 











Pursuing the "illustration" of fragrant flowers and weeds, Mao Zedong admits 
that the existence of the latter has many good aspects, because bad can be 
turned into good, or the counterrevolutionary into revolutionary, just as 
weeds are converted into fertilizers. He is so impulsive in this kind of 
policy that he does not take into consideration whether it might arouse 
dissatisfaction and resistence among the working masses. "They say,” he 
writes, "that some local operas are so bad that they have provoked the 
objection of the local spectators themselves. I find it acceptable to 

stage fewer such spectacles," 


Finally, in order to support the necessity of the "one ‘‘undred flowers" 
course, Mao Zedong does not mind vulgarizing the laws of social development 
and of declaring that the publication of a literature with negative content 
is as necessary as vaccination against various epidemics, as a result of 
which man's organism is immunized from the disease. The meaning of this 
comparison is very clear: in order to keep the minds of the workers clean 
and healthy, it seems necessary, first, to corrupt them and to infect them 
with the poison of bourgeois ideology. The classics of Marxism-Leninism 
have condemned more than once the explanation of social development on the 
basis of biological laws or of technical laws, as something anti-scientific, 
harmful and with serious consequences. 


/"All these things,"/ Comrade Enver Hoxha writes in his work "Imperialism 
and the Revolution,” /have not been academic, "scientific" discussions, but 
a counterrevolutionary political line that has opposed Marxism-Leninism, 
that has corrupted the Chinese Communist Party, within which one hundred 
and one views and opinions have circulated, and today it really has one 
hundred competing schools. This has made it possible for the bourgeois 
wasps to circulate freely in the garden of the one hundred flowers and 

to leave their poison ."/ 


The denouncing of the opportunistic reactionary essence of the "one hundred 
flowers" course by Comrade Enver Hoxha is of great theoretical and practical 
importance, because this theory constitutes the foundation of "Mao Zedong's 
ideas." From a slogan that had been destined for the development of the 
Chinese dramatic art, it was transformed into a main line of "Mao Zedong's 
ideas," into a talisman being used anywhere and everywhere. Comrade 

Enver Hoxha's work "Imperialism and the Revolution" brings to the light of 
day the fact that the perfection and implementation of this policy is the 
total denial of the Marxist-Leninist theses on proletarian party-mindedness 
in art and culture, on the position and role of the ideology of the working 
class, and on the class struggle in the field of ideology and so forth. 

The "one hundred flowers" policy directly serves the reactionary classes, 
the international bourgeoisie and world reactionaries. 


The "one hundred flowers” policy does not differ much from the present 
bourgeois reactionary theories; on the contrary, it worthily adheres to 
them. It is like a sister to tte policy pursued by the other revisionists-- 
the Yugoslav, Seviet and "Eurocommunist" revisionists--and to their 











ideological pluralism, to the historic compromise, to the open renouncia- 
tion of Marxism-Leninism, to the many specific roads leading to socialism, 
making a "common cause" with the bourgeoisie 1nd the Vatican, with the 
blooming of all kinds of idealistic theories in the art and aest..etics of 
the Soviet revisionists and with the latter's efforts to include modernism 
as progress in the culture of the 20th century and so forth. 


A clear opinion about the anti-Marxist road pursued by the Chinese Communist 
Party in the field of arts and literature can also be formed by glancing 

at artistic practice and literary life in China in past years and recently. 
This is a very wide field with plenty of materials and with the most varied 
colors. But, let us mention only some aspects. 


The policy of the Chinese Communist Party has exploited the true nature of 
art and has transformed it from a creativity that should reflect the life 
of the people, into a rigid and often vulgar activity in the service of 
"Mao Zedong's ideas." In Chinese art and literature the real conflicts 

of life are represented in a schematic, superficial, false and trivial 
manner. It is enough for the hero to hold Mao's quotations to his chest 

or to read them so that everything will be solved on the spot. In this way, 
a miraculous booklet emerges in the "deus ex-machina" role. A type of this 
kind of the hero is nothing else but a negation of the true revolutionary 
hero, We are not mentioning the period of the cultural revolution when 

in the Chinese literature there was nothing else but Mao's poems and 

poems to Mao, 


Another sickness, even more noticeable and more dangerous, which has pene- 
trated into Chinese artistic creativity is the spirit of nationalism, It 
is not possible not to be struck by the fact that China has held a clear- 
cut, nihilist and xenophobic attitude toward progressive world culture. 
Besides, it must be stressed that this kind of policy is not only a retreat 
in one's own shell or the fear of the art of the other people, but also 

an expression of overestimation of national culture, as well as of arro- 
gance and of contempt for and denial of progressive world culture. This 
kind of chauvinistic policy is the expression of the general policy pursued 
by China, as well as of its desire and efforts to become a superpower. 


Such a view of the situation makes it necessary to ask how the discrepancy 
noticed between the "one hundred flowers” policy and the nationalism, which 
has existed in the artistic practice, must be understood? Here there is 
nothing unusual and inexplicable; on the contrary, everything is within 

the limit of the known logic of those people who want to revise Marxism- 
Leninism. We are facing an eclecticism, a demagoguery for supporting 
opportunistic theses. /"When referring to Mao Zedong's ideas,"/ Comrade 
Enver Hoxha writes in "Imperialism and the Revolution,” /"it is difficult 
to determine a single and clear line, because, as we said in the beginning, 
it is an amalgam of ideologies, ranging from anarchism, Trotskyism and 
modern revisionism in the Titoite, Khrushchevite and '‘Furocommunist' 
manner, to the use of some Marxist phrases,".../ which /.,.bear the 

seal and characteristic of a kind of ‘Asian Communism’ with emphasized 
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nationalist, xenophobic and even religious and Buddhist elements.,."/ 

which are in open contradiction with Marxism-Leninism, In this manner, 
liberalism can change places with conservatism, nationalism with chauvinism, 
and dogmatism with revisionism according to circumstances, situations 

and tactics; they can be separated from each other whenever they want, but 
they are united by their common hostile attitude toward Marxism. 


In his speech to the voters on 8 November 1978, Comrade Enver Hoxha, expos- 
ing the revisionist policy of Chinese leaders, said among other things, 
/"We do not wander through ‘one hundred flowers’ and ‘one hundred schools,’ 
nor do we go from one extreme to the other extreme in connection with the 
evaluation of the achievements of progressive world art and culture."/ 
What is taking place in China lately is precisely one of these extremes. 
Now, China is enjoying the "fruit" of the "one hundred flowers” by opening 
the doors to bourgeois art. Deng Xiaoping, Hua Guofeng, and others are 
very enthusiastic about transforming the Chinese youth into habitual con- 
sumers of the worthless and decadent bourgeois art and culture. This is 
the purpose of the dancing halls where rock-and-roll, hula-hoop and 

shake dances of the Chinese diplomats are danced, of the pop and religious 
music played over the radio, of the exchanges of various delegations to 
profit from the Western experience in the field of culture, as well as, 

the Japanese films with prostitutes and American films with cowboys and 

so forth for the sake of reciprocity, a new cowboy--"Deng” in Texas--was 
seen on American television screens. All this is only the beginning: the 
bitter season of the "one hundred flowers" policy is ahead. 


Comrade Enver Hoxha's criticism of the "one hundred flowers" course in 
"Imperialism and the Revolution,” apart from being a new contribution of 
our party to the struggle to destroy modern revisionism, is, at the same 
time, a means of arming our people in literature and the arts to hold 
higher and higher the banner of the proletarian party-mindedness, in 
order to always be vigilant and never to stop, not even for a moment, the 
struggle against bourgeois and revisionist aesthetics and ideology. 


Just as in all directions, the political line of pur party, in the field of 
literature and arts, has always been characterized by its unshakeable 

loyalty to the principles of Marxism-Leninism and by its uninterrupted and 
principled struggle to implement them in the practical work of our country 
and to keep them free of the influences and manifestations of bourgeois 

and revisionist art. Enlightened by these teachings, under the leadership 

of the party and of Comrade Enver Hoxha, our writers and artists have created 
a socialist art distinguished by its profound party-mindedness, national 
character and popular spirit, by its high ideological and artistic level 

and by the great role it plays in the communist education of the masses. 


9150 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SED PURSUIT OF ‘POSITIVE PRUSSIAN TRADITIONS’ ANALYZED 
Bonn INFORMATIONEN in German No 10 Jun 79 pp 8-10 


[Report by FRG Ministry for Inner-German Affairs: "GDR Wants To Continue 
"Positive Traditions’ of Prussia." The article discussed below appears in 
the East Berlin EINHEIT Vol 34 No 6, June 1979, signed to press 9 May 1979, 
pp 637-646. A translation of a related article on the development of a 
socialist national consciousness, including references to other similar 
articles, is published in JPRS 72782, 7 February 1979 No 1644 of this series, 
pp 5-14] 


[Text] In a feature article appearing in EINHEIT, "Journal 
for the Theory and Practice of Scientific Socialism," pub- 
lished by the SED Central Committee, leading GDR historians 
have attempted to identify characteristics of positive tra- 
ditions from Prussian history up until 1871 which the GDR 
can continue. In their contribution entitled "Prussia 

and German History," the authors, Horst Bartel (director 
Institute for History of German Workers movement, Academy 
of Social Sciences, SED CC), Walter Schmidt (director, 
Central Insitute for History, GDR Academy of Sciences), 

and Ingrid Mittenzwei (department head in same institute), 
see progressive tendencies in all Prussian social groups 
and strata, from the Hohenzollerns in the 18th century, 

to a "liberal wing" of the nobility in the 19th century, 

up to the beginnings of the German workers movement. 
[PLEASE NOTE: According to the June 1979 issue of EINHEIT 
the titles of Bartel and Schmidt are the reverse of those 
indicated in Bonn INFORMATIONEN.] At the same time the 
authors see the GDR as the vanquisher of "reactionary 
Prussianism," capable of "integrating" the progressive 
traditions of Prussian history "into its framework of 
traditions." 


The authors let it be known that the motivation for this feature article in 
EINHEIT is the current receptivity in the FRG towards Prussian traditions 

and the West Berlin exhibition "Prussia--An Attempt at Stocktaking,"” planned 
for 1981. Another important reason made clear in the article is the endeavor 
of the SED leadership to identify positive historical traditions for the GDR, 


li 

















in this case from Prussian history. This has already been seen in various 
GDR press publications on the role of the Prussian nobility in the resistance 
movement against Hitler (DIE WELTBUEHNE, January 1979; NEUE ZEIT and DER MORGEN, 
February 1979), in the GDR television film on Scharnhorst in 1978, and in an 
unusually positive portrayal of Frederick II in VOLKSSTIMME, January 1979, 
written by a woman employee of the Academy of Sciences. 


"Reactionary" and "Progressive" Elements 


The EINHEIT article endeavors to differentiate between "reactionary" and 
"progressive" elements in Prussia's history which, it says, are "an integral 
part of the (historical) heritage" of the GDR. In the "necessary struggle 
against, and resolute rejection of, Prussia's reactionary elements," EINHEIT 
points out, one must "not disregard, not to say negate, the positive progres- 
sive factors." The authors look for these positive traditions almost exclu- 
sively in Prussia's history before the unification of the Reich in 1871. 

They maintain that after that time "Prussia lost the last function that was 
still linking it with social progress in Germany; from this point on Prussia 
became a bastion of reactionism all along the line." The fact that "some 
Prussian conservatives" participated in the resistance against Hitler changes 
nothing fundamentally, according to this view, so that the dissolution of 
Prussia by the Allies in 1947 appears as a "necessary historic act." 


"The actual destruction of reactionary Prussianism," however, had been 
effected solely by the “progressive forces of the people themselves, under 

the leadership of the workers class."" These forces had eliminated the "social 
roots” of Prussianism and Prusso-German militarism, and had thus--as the 
authors maintain--freed the socialist society from the negative traditions 

of Prussianism. In this way--according to the authors--a "new historic posi- 
tion" has been attained, "from which the ‘other Prussia,’ that is to say, the 
values and traditions created by the progressive classes in this state, can 

be developed." 


First to be demonstrated are the characteristics of "reactionary Prussianism": 
privileges of the nobility, militarism, external aggressiveness, suppression 
of internal democratic movements, a spirit of servility etc. While the Hohen- 
zollern dynasty, nobility and Junkers did have a decisive influence on Prus- 
sian history, the authors maintain, theirs was not the only one: the "revo- 
lutionary activities of the masses"’ and economic pressures had also forced 
Prussia's ruling classes to adapt to historic progress. 


The following are described as progressive features and developments in 
Prussia's history: 

--"Certain progress promoting measures of individual Prussian rulers," e.g., 
the acceptance of positive impulses for commerce and army organization from 
the Netherlands; limited promotion of productive forces (interior colonization, 
reclamation of the Oder swamp, the building of canals); qualified promotion 
of science and culture, particularly by Frederick I and Frederick II. The 


12 











construction of the Prussian state apparatus, with its high degree of central- 
ization and rationality, order and incorruptibility of officials is also placed 
in this context. 


--There were also “incividual progressive representatives" of the Prussian 
nobility; in particular, there was a "liberal wing" in the 19th century, 
which is credited especially with the reforms after 1807. These reforms 
opened "the path to bourgeois order" for Prussia. Despite the limitation of 
these reforms after 1815, “progress nevertheless took on a national dimension 
and effectiveness with the onset of the bourgeois revolution in Prussia." In 
the 1860's, under pressure of “revolutionary mass movements" the Prussian 
Junkers met the demands of the 1848-49 revolution in their own way. "In the 
final phase of the bourgeois revolution the activity of Otto von Bismarck, 
undoubtedly the most farsighted representative of the Junker class, whom 
Engels called a ‘royal Prussian revolutionary,‘ had a limited progressive 
effect, even though strongly influenced by Junker class interests." 


--During the period leading up to 1848-49, a progressive role is ascribed 

to the Prussian bourgeoisie, particularly for the years 1807-1815 and 1840- 
1849. The “highpoint of the political-progressive struggle" waged by the 
Prussian bourgeoisie is considered to be their confrontation with the Prussian 
government at the United Provincial Diet in 1847. Concurrently, however, the 
authors also speak of the “betrayal by the Prussian bourgeoisie" during the 
1848-49 revolution. 


--Among the progressive traditions of Prussia, in the authors" view, are 

also the “revolutionary activites of peasants, plebeians and workers," par- 
ticularly towards the close of the 18th century and at the beginning of the 
19th century, and also the work “of Prussian peasants and working colonists" 
in the internal colonization under Frederick II. The German workers movement 
in Prussia is even linked to positive Prussian traditions up until the time of 
the (Anti) Socialist Law (Sozialistengesetz): Parts of Prussia as industrial 
centers and thus "the main field for the socioeconomic and political estab- 
lishment of the German workers class; the Weavers Revolt of 1844 as the begin- 
ning of the “active movement of the German proletariat"; Rhenish Prussia as 
the "main bastion of the first Marxist party, the League of Communists (Bund 
der Kommunisten), in Germany"; Cologne as the “headquarters of the Communist 
vanguard," 1848-49; Prussian cities as the centers of the first great strike 
movement of German workers in the spring of 1848; the rise of the workers 
movement in Prussia in the 1860's; Prussian districts as centers of the strug- 
gle against the (Anti) Socialist Law etc. From the point of view of its ef- 
fect on the German workers movement, even the establishment of the Reich in 
1871 is evaluated in the positive because it gave the workers movement the 
opportunity for national organization. 





The article closes with a reference to the demands of the "ideological class 
struggle against imperialism in the present," as the reactionary features of 
Prussianism would "find their continuation under the imperialistic conditions 
in the FRG." To this the authors add: "The development of the socialist 
society in the GDR, where the social roots of Prussianism have been eradicated, 
also demands, however,*that all positive, progressive accomplishments and 
traditions of Prussian history be revealed as well and integrated into our 
framework of traditions." 


CSO: 2300 


13 

















GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


WEST GERMAN COMMENTARY: GDR SUICIDE RATE 
Cologne RHEINISCHER MERKUR in German No 26, 29 Jun 79 p 9 


[Article by Carmen Langer: "Everywhere Merely ‘World Average’: Since 
Erection of Wall GDR No Longer Publishes Suicide Statistics--For Good 
Reason: The ‘Incidence of Suicide’ Has Increased"] 


[Text] It is a generally well known fact that reports concerning suicides 
in the countries of the Free World constitute a popular and constantly 
recurring communist agitation and propaganda theme. Reports issued by the 
western mass media are received eagerly and are commented upon as being 
“typical manifestations of a misanthropic enconomic and social order" and 
as being “inevitable results of the structural crisis of the capitalist 
system" and of the "hopelessness of man in the western exploitative and 
class society." 


In the communists’ depiction of themselves, however, life in those countries 
in which socialism is being built or where, in the course of its realization, 
communism is now being created, is being shaped in an entirely different 
manner. They claim that freedom, human rights, and human dignity are being 
fully realized and that optimism, work satisfaction, and a positive attitude 
toward life based on confidence in the future have long ago become the 
determining elements in man's awareness in the socialist state. 





In accordance with this line of thinking, the following is stated in the 

May 1976 version of the SED program: "In the German Democratic Republic the 
workers are building the developed socialist society under the leadership of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany. With the solution of this task, at 

the same time a historic step on the road to communism is being carried 
out...Communism is the bright future of mankind. In it, all kinds of 
exploitation and suppression are eliminated, and the people are freed from 
the scourge of war. Communism is the world of peace, work, freedom, equality, 
and brotherhood. In communism all nations of this world and all people will 
be able fully to develop their abilities and talents." 


However, the theses of Marxist doctrinaires and the communist propaganda 
claims, as a rule, not only fail to coincide with reality, but also, in not 
infrequent instances, the truth is even turned upside down, The statistics 
on suicides constitute a downright classic example in this respect. 
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From the World Health Organization (WHO) statistics on causes of death, 
which are reprinted annually in the international tables of the Statistical 
Yearbook for ‘he Federal Republic of Germany,” it can be seen that suicide 

by no mens plays a minor role as a cause of death in those countries in 
which the “workers and peasants, under the leadership of the Marxist-Leninist 
Party,” are exercising political power and are building socialism or communism, 


Thus, for instance, Hungary reports 40.7 suicides per 100,000 inhabitants in 
1974, and the CSSR reports 22.4 for 1973, The number of suicides and self- 
inflicted injuries reported for the Federal Republic of Germany in 1974 is 
21 per 100,000 inhabitants, 


Since 1961--that is, since the erection of the Wall and the sealing off of 
the zonal border in the west--the GDR has no longer been publishing any 
statistical data on the incidence of suicide. (The USSR is also not furnish- 
ing any pertinent information to WHO). The latest data concerning suicides 
are to be found in the 1962 Statisticial Yearbook of the CDR, from which the 
following development may be noted: 


Suicides Per Every 100,000 Inhabitants 


1954 1956 1954 1960 





26 27 28 30 


The reason for this lack of desire to furnish information may with sufficient 
clarity be determined from the above statistics. For the period of the 
1950's, the "suicide incidence" registers a continually increasing trend. 
These, however, are precisely the years of the forced building of socialism, 
so that there obviously is a parallel between the progress of the building of 
socialism and the increase in the suicide rate. 


There is now sufficient evidence to support the assumption that this trend 
also continued subsequent years and that the GDR, with a degree of probabil- 
ity bordering on certainty, occupies a leading position in the world with 
respect to the suicide rate, Thus, under the heading of "All Other Effects 
of Acts of Violence,” the WHO statistics for 1972 show for the GDR a figure 
of 32.7 per 100,000 inhabitants while, significantly, the cerresponding 
figure for the FRG and for Hungary is given as 3.1 and that ‘or the CSSR 
as 2.1. It may thus be assumed that suicides and cases of self-inflicted 
injuries in the GDR are also included in this category. This would also be 
in accord with the fact that the WHO 1970 statistics for the GDR show a 
suicide rate of 30.5. 


Taking into consideration the centralized management of all health policy 
measures, it should be possible to assume with a sufficient degree of 
certainty that great importance is attributed to the "incidence of suicide." 
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HUNGARY 


BENKE DISCUSSES PROPAGANDA VERSUS SOCIAL REALITY 
Budapest TARSADALMI SZEMLE in Hungarian No 5 May 79 pp 3-12 


[Article by Valeria, member of political committee of MSZMP and editor- 
in-chief of TARSADALMI SZEMLE: "The Marxist-Leninist Propaganda and 
Social Reality" ] 


[Text] Lenin, the great theorist and pragmatic politician of the revolu- 
tionary movement and leader of the first victorious proletarian revolution 
intertwines in his works and long list of theoretical writings, the crea- 
tion of the first worker state which changed the course of history and the 
fighting movement. 


He sought and found the answers to questions of his time in the interrela- 
tions between revolutionary struggle and theory. He creatively applied 
Marxism to the situation in Russia, and, adapting it to the age of imper- 
ialism, an analysis with universal validity with his works, further devel- 
oped the revolutionary Marxist program. This program meant a break with 
opportunism and led to the creation of the new type of workers’ party and 
a revolutionary organization capable of action. This party was able to 
develop class struggle to the point of exploiting all possibilities of 
revolution. 


The national and international circumstances under which the Russian revo- 
lution was won were different from the road of the socialist revolution 
which Marx had imagined. For this reason, the Russian revolutionaries had 
to seek and find answers to many questions which the works of Marx could 
not specifically answer. Lenin was able to find solutions for these new, 
and in many respects startling, and often painfully difficult problems. 

He thus gave the answers to the problems apparent in taking the first steps 
toward establishing the power of the working class, created in effect by 
the will and action of the people's majority to organize a proletarian 
state based on the worker-peasant alliance and to solve the problems in 
the practice of building socialism. 
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Some of the answers bear the characteristic signs of war, of the Russian 
economy and society destroyed by the intervention, and in this sense, it 
is limited to the time and place; however, this does not exclude its 
validity in other places and other historical periods if similar prob- 
lems emerge. 


Other answers given by Lenin to questions of the revolutionary party, 
the class characteristics of power, alliance politics, planned economy 
and cooperative concepts, for example, have a general validity which has 
been recognized as such by the international revolutionary movement ever 
since. 


Today, more than a half century later--during which a whole series of new 
socialist countries, each unlike the other, were born--other possibilities 
for the transition to socialism have also emerged in the midst of the 
changed international conditions and the internal situation of the devel- 
oped capitalist countries. These possibilities differ in many ways from 
the forms of socialist revolution known up until now. Some communist 

and workers’ parties try rightly to adapt their strategy and tactics 
according to Leninist theses to change the conditions for fighting. Their 
policies in many places have already yielded good results. Strong and 
influential communist mass parties have been created which strive to 
create a strong and unified antimonopolistic alliance to limit the ficld 
of action of the bourgeoisie. But this, like every search for new direc- 
tions also, of course, entails arguments and mistakes as well as signifi- 
cant new discoveries. Illusions, psuedoradicalism and disenchantment may 
also appear among the progressive forces. It is possible even today to 
try to argue with abstract theses against the socialist revolution's 

right of existence, against the character of the Soviet state, against 

the values of the new socialist societies and against the socialist nature 
of their characteristics. 


The peoples and history, however, on the basis of the evolution of the 
world revolutionary process, recognize socialism as a living reality. 
Worldwide many people recognize, and rightly, the effect of the existence, 
expansion of power and politics of the Soviet Union on the process of 
national and colonial liberation, and the spread and development of 
socialism. That mankind can be confident that a third world war can be 
prevented and that it can hope that wars can be completely eliminated and 
that living peacefully side by side can become the norm for international 
relations, then it can do so, thanks to the existence, power and peaceful 
policy of the Soviet Union, and to the existing community of socialism and 
socialist countries. 


All of this, of course, is a question of a fight, above all against the 
main forces of international imperialism. But not only two opposite world 
systems but also the forces of peace aid war are confronted in this fight. 
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The Chinese Maoist leadership has assumed an ever larger role in the ever 
repeated attacks of the imperialist opponents of detente. In the past 
years it has sided with the powers of reaction and aggression instead of 
those of progress and abatement. Recently it committed a shameful armed 
aggression against socialist Vietnam. Our party and our people are uni- 
fied in condemning the anti-Soviet great-power politics of China, directed 
against the other socialist countries and against peace. The activization 
of the world’s reactionary powers makes it more difficult but does not pre- 
vent the spreading of peace, of social progress, and of socialism. 


For us, the question whether Leninism is still valid today, is not an 
outgrowth of real problems. For the revolutionary movement, always ahead 
of new questions, it is not a real question whether it is a hindrance of 
progress if we continue our theoretical and political work on the basis 
of Marxism-Leninism even today and that we characterize our ideology with 
this concept. We see no paredox in the fact that some theses perhaps have 
lost their validity just because they were based on false premises or be- 
cause the revolutionary movement has brought about such changes in the 
world that the conditions in many countries for the working class victory 
are completely different from the conditions at the time of the Russian 
revolution or of the Hungarian Soviet Republic in 1919. We do not see a 
paradox between the obsolescence of certain theses and certain answers, 
and the validity of the theory as a whole, no matter what slogan is used 
by the so-called theoretical critics who now criticize Marxism-Leninism 
on this basis. This, after all, is nothing more than doctrinarianism. 





‘t is not right to call theory a collection of theses; it is only possible 
to interpret it as a system of ideas. Its validity is based on ‘ts capa- 
city to discover the laws of social movement according to reality. 
Marxism-Leninism was capable of accomplishing this as well as establishing 
its key role in the further progress of the process of discovery. 
Marxism-Leninism, as a live theory, is constantly developing and is capable 
during the changes precipitated by its own influence to be a dependable 
basis for further changes and for finding the right direction. 


For us, Marxism-Leninism was, and continues to be, a good theoretical guide 
for political activity during these continuous changes. 


Leninism is debated today by the international communist movement. In 
certain communist parties, the use of the term is debated, that is to 

say, even the justification of it as a theory is questioned. These debates, 
happening primarily in Western Europe, reach us as well, and therefore 
propaganda activity must deal with them. Our point of view with regard 

to Leninism is invariably and decisively represented, even on an inter- 
national level, by the Central Committee of our party, and this must be 
reflected in our propaganda activity. 
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We have extensive arguments for the validity of Leninism; I shall select 
a few, based on experience gained in our own country. 


In 1956, after a difficult social crisis, the party was able to renew its 
policies because it succeed’ed in returning to the sources of Leninism. 
Marxism-Leninism helped us find the right solutions to stop the political 
disturbances at that time, to consolidate, to lay the foundations of 
socialism and to speed up the building of socialism. By returning to 
Leninist norms, the party was able to establish the two basic conditions 
for the realization of communist policies: it restored party unity and 
confidence between the party and the working masses as well as between 
the working class and the other classes. 


I call the attention of my comrades to the suggestions of Comrade Kadar 
who said that the building of socialism cannot be just the work of com- 
munists: it is the concern and creation of the whole nation. For this 
reason, the pace and the means must be selected in such a way that the 
people can follow them. The theoretical work and the enforcement of 
party policies require that we take a stand on socialist principles and, 
at the same time, that we thoroughly examine everything that is obsolete, 
that is, everything that for some reason cannot adequately serve the 
development of socialist social conditions. 


In the 1960's, debates started in theoretical circles on questions of 
social structure. Statisticians, sociologists and others tried to de- 
fine the structure of the socialist society based on certain class deter- 
minations. According to one opinion, what defines structure in a social- 
ist societv is not the class structure but the position occupied in the 
“hierarchy” of labor division or the so-called work category. Others, 

not negating the existence and concept of classes, tried to outline a 
more subtle picture of structure by examining the distribution of incomes, 
the division of labor and other class determinant factors. 


Opposed were many comrades who, intending to defend the purity of Marxism, 
accused these attempts of being a desertion of class-consciousness and 
branded all such research as anti-Marxist. Since they had no other argu- 
ments, their dispute lost its force even when there would have been a 
need for it. 


There were, of course, errors and false points of view during the debate 
on social structure. Moreover, there were some who had a latent inten- 
tion to deal with this problem: they tried to introduce, in some kind of 
disguised form, the theory of the "new class" in Hungary. There were a 
few real social problems which did not have to be rejected but one could 
say that a badly phrased question has no right answer. It was brought up, 
for instance, that distribution must be democratically debated. But what 
kind of democratic discussion would it have been and with what results if 
people only looked at the fact that 55 percent of the population lives at 
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the minimum subsistence level, set by some researchers at below 800 
forints, and .5 percent from high salaries of about 2.000 forints [sic]. 
What should we distribute, and how, in order to change this? Such a 
dispute could have ignited the “thatched roof of socialism” in 1963 or 
1964 but to help the mass of people, whose living standard was really 
very low, to have better living conditions, was impossible this way. 
After all, one did not have to, and could not have to act by denouncing 
and rejecting the right to ask questions; fortunately, there were Marxist 
investigators who were looking for other arguments and methods. 


There was only one thing to do if someone handled distribution as a real 
social and moral problem. The way that had to be chosen and which was 
represented by party policy, was to increase the low value of the work of 
millions by developing the standard of productive forces thus making it 
possible for the great masses to have higher living stendards. This was 
the party's program which, indeed, came about in the process of stabiliz- 
ing and developing the producer cooperatives and in the socialist indus- 
trialization of the provinces and in total employment. Thus, as a result, 
the productive forces produced such a mass of products that it became 
feasible to debate how distribution ought to take place, and it also be- 
came possible to apply sensible and socially accepted solutions. 





In the name of fighting against dogmatism, several viewpoints also arose 
in many other scholarly fields, which would have been difficult to include 
among the answers of creative Marxism. 


The lesson of these debates is that the position of Marxism did not become 
more secure where Jur comrades avoided serious examination of new questions 
or simply rejected them, branding them as anti-Marxist: ideas which are 
indeed improper in general but noteworthy in part, or which can be made 
unacceptable only with arguments. In ideology, it is not winning if we 
dispose of someone either with a club or by a label; on ideological sector 
we will win--or, more modestly, progress--if, as a result of ideological 
persuasion, and debates, people's minds are occupied by the proper ideas 

of Marxism instead of false ones. 


The positions of Marxism-Leninism have gained much strength in our society. 
Of couse, we cannot speak of having realized ideological unity. There 

are influential non-Marxist viewpoints in various scholarly braaches in 
our society as well as in individual, often cardinal questions, and views 
which are distant from the social conception and dialectical methods of 
Marxism prevail even more in public debates. 


Our party is ideologically unified on the basis of Marxism-Leninism. 

There are no opposing fronts but there are, even in the party, differences 
regarding methods and approaches in particular. It would be beneficial 
for those active also in theoretical fields to follow the advice of Com- 
rade Kadar to political workers: Let us keep our bilateral sensitivity. 
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Speaking before party propagandists, I would especially like to stress 
that, just as in the process of scientific learning, we cannot make any 
progress in the propagation of Marxist-Leninist ideals either without 
honest and open debates. The spread of Marxism-Leninism depends on the 
extent to which it becomes a way of thinking for people. This demands 
extensive debates and honest polemics against their views, the sources 

of which are old ideals or other ideologies. We have always stressed 

the necessity of this with reference to our allies as well. The devel- 
opment of our relations with our allies and, indeed, also the process 

of the spiritual and moral development of our whole so: iety, takes place 
through and during debates. Ideological education cannot dispense with 
this. The development of man's behavior and morale, of society's socialist 
consciousness cannot come about without debating their dissenting ideas and 
opinions on a personai basis, if you will. 


Training our comrades to be more ready for debate is also a prerequisite 
for the unfolding of socialist democracy. In judging the problems appear- 
ing at work and on public forums, and in seeking solutions, different 
views are necessarily voiced. Some of these must be debated but we must 
be at least as ready to pay attention, to accept views and criticism and 
to consider objectively problems raised in a different way from ours. 
Giving the right answers and solucions to social problems cannot happen 
without the crystallization and synthesis of the truth concealed in dif- 
ferent points of view. 


The creative application of Leninism made it possible to further develop 
the regime of proletarian dictatorship in such a way that will character- 
istically result in the gradual unfolding of socialist democrscy. During 
the social’ st democracy, a very large segment of society came to agree 
not only with socialism in general as a social order but also with its 
concrete measures. The fact that the party's leading role was felt and 
this agreement came to exist was connected vith its very essential and 
stressed viewpoint according to which the party's duty is not to rule 

but to serve the people and, consequently, it proclaimed and realized 
that party membership does not entail privileges and special rights and 
that nonmembers may also fill any leading position. Their opinion and 
suggestions about solutions to various social problems were essential for 
the party, and it is more and more so today in public forums and in places 
of employment. In order to assure the continued effective function of 
socialist democracy, we must further and continuously develop the prac- 
tice of leading society ani the system of ‘nstitutions in such a way that 
an increasing part of the working individuals will be capable and wish to 
take part in making and supervising the execution of decisions. Because 
in this way, and only in this way, can they become socially aware and re- 
sponsible individuals. 





The party was 2hle to come up with an orientation program on foreign and 
domestic policy. It was able to organize and iead social activity. It 
won recognition among our friends and respect even among our adversaries. 
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Thanks to all of this, our party asserted the general laws of the socia- 
ist revolution in the spirit of Marx and Lenin and according to domestic 
demand and possibilities. It shouldered, precisely with the creative 
application of Leninism, and the utilized concrete methods necessitated 
by our given historical-social conditions. With this, it proved not only 
the contemporary nature of Leninism but also that proletarian interna- 
tionalism and socialist patriotism, national interest and the interest of 
the international workers movement are dialectically interrelated with 
one another. Our party served the cause of the whoie progressive and 
revolutionary movement and of the socialist community by carrying out the 
specific national tasks in the spirit of Lenin's teachings. 


The validity of Leninism was strengthened even more, in spite of, or pre- 
cisely because of, the effect of certain disputes by international events. 
The peace policy of the Soviet Union, which has been supported unequivo- 
cally by our party from the beginning, is based on Leninist principles. 
Although it is no longer a question of theoretical debate, there was a 

time when we had to prove by arguments that peaceful coexistence does not 
exclude class struggle. 


The relationship between socialist national unity and ideological battle 
played a part in our national debates. I think this has been settled. 
Because of the present international relations and the practical problems, 
however, our propagandist comrades are constantly faced with the problems 
of both subject matters. 


But we also have social problems which are unresolved or theoretically 

less clarified. The party congresses and the resolutions of the Central 
Committee inspire us to deal with these with enough openness, albeit with 
principled steadfastness, that is to say, to make it our task to thoroughly 
and continually learn about reality instead of insisting on theses and 
formulas. 


There are many paradoxes in our society. The term "paradox" has, for a 
time, not only been accepted but is unfortunately being used in a sense 
which does not facilitate social orientation enough, making the under- 
standing of concepts and relationships more difficult in education. It 
is not right to declare every problem a paradox, whether we are talking 
about the lack or scantiness of financial means or simply about errors 

or faulty solutions. For a paradox is both the positive and the nega- 
tive, it is the interaction and conflict of these two. None of the exter- 
nal economic and ideological phenomena belong here, although they indeed 
have a paradoxical effect on our national life. It is purposeful to dif- 
ferentiate between actual paradoxes and errors in practical efforts which 
must be corrected. It is not easy, and sometimes, of course, it is not 
possible to simply separate these in everyday activity. 
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Among the paradoxical social effects, we also find ones which are,as a 
matter of fact, caused precisely by the development itself in different 
areas. Such is, for instance, the rise and, at the same time, the exist- 
ing- differences in living standards. 


Although there are necessarily many paradoxes in economic processes, 
there are still good reasons for mentioning those problems among the 
errors of practical work which originate from overregulation or short- 
comings in the regulation of economic relations or from other circulatory 
[sic] disburbances. These errors or irregularities, these divergences 
between socialist principles and the facts of life, are at times mentioned 
by propagandists as phenomena that stand in the way of ideological educa- 
tion. But life cannot be overlooked because of ideological education! 
The propagandist should not confuse or explain these negative phenomena 
at all costs. Today, neither politics nor the political leadership want 
propaganda activity to "explain" everything, to justify every particular 
measure. But to enforce the party's leading role it may justifiably re- 
quire that the propaganda activity be helpful in recognizing and under- 
standing the essential relationships and interactions of our social con- 
ditions and in representing and explaining party policies. It is only 
thus possible to expect party members and committed nonmembers to take a 
stand sufficiently oriented and within the possibilities of public life 
provided by social democracy in the everyday practice of social leader- 
ship, to take a position for or against something. They should be able 
to fight against whatever interferes with, and to fight for whatever 
supports, our progress. This is how they can positively influence the 
processes with their actions as well as with their warnings. 


This is not a simple task or a one-time lesson but rather a constant 
element of our social life. The political recognition that there are 
active opposing interests even in socialist society and that the rela- 
tions in socialist society are definably arranged, interest relations 

as well, leaves many theoretical questions open. Questions which have 
not yet been solved by science either and which must be dealt with, even 
in practical politics, as concerns and ideas to be permanently reorgan- 
ized, requiring new solutions. 


Experience shows that the mere mention of “interest” almost paralyzes 
effective action and political conduct. It still seems to a few of our 
comrades that interest and self-consciousness or interests and communal 
responsibility are mutually totally exclusive. They thus involuntarily 
contribute to the subsistence of bad excesses, of plain economism and of 
moralizing, although these should be avoided. 


To make conscious human interests has never been new to Marxism; the 
recognition of this is still necessary and justified. Everyday experi- 
ences have the strongest effect on man's consciousness and, for this 
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reason, propaganda activity which ignores [these] facts is usually doomed 
to failure. But instead of accepting the unfavorable facts, one must try 
to change those not suitable for socialism. Necessities, interest, action, 
ideological motivations of actions, possibilities and limits of political 
influence--we must be aware of all this if we try to define the possible 
role of ideological activity in the social processes. Let me mention a 
few ideas, without a profound and detailed elaboration, only to illustrate 
this approach. 


There is a lot of talk nowadays about the socialist way of life. The 
great interest in this subject also shows the effort to mold people's 
lives in a socialist way and it is expected that this will be achieved by 
educating those who are aware. This, of course, is necessary; the lives 
of people can and must be molded by education. It is even more effective 
if they see positive models of life styles and if we also set sensible 
human goals for them. But we will not succeed in having these accepted 
by using only logical arguments. Marxism has made us recognize that the 
spreading of socialist ideology and morality can be effected only through 
and in the course of changes in social conditions. We have all seen in 
the past decades that the ideals and policies changed, by the party leader- 
ship, have radically altered social conditions and that the individual 
himself will also change as a result of this taking part in the struggle 
to change conditions. There is no other way even today: the everyday 
practice of socialist democracy must make sure that people who are dis- 
satisfied with their own situation and are consciously changing the 
situation will take up the fight, through communal efforts, for social- 
ist progress. They themselves will also be educated and molded in this 
fight. 


One of the most important questions brought up with reference to life 
style is that of the socialist value system. There are some value judg- 
ments that the socialist value system has been thrown out of balance by 
the slackening of work discipline, by self-employment, and by salaries 
which are incommensurate with the work done or which are received for 
activities of low social value. There is indeed a certain indecisive- 
ness on one point: it is possible that unfavorable behavior of the 
worker collectives can prevail where work is not well organized and the 
principles of efficiency are not enforced. 


We cannot exactly define, once and for all, the contents of the values 
system for we are dealing with constantly changing concepts which are 
dependent on existing circumstances. But we may perceive it simultane- 
ously as a problem which belongs to the sphere of theoretical, political 
and economical organization and which touches upon the circumstances of 
distribution. We cannot analyze it unhistorically by applying abstract 
norms as standards, separating it from actual circumstances. Let us 
approach the question this way: What was the value system like in the 
minds of Hungary's 10 million inhabitants at the beginning of socialism 
and what is it like today? If we go back to the beginning, then as a 


24 

















consequence of their living and social conditions, the values system of 
the 10 million people was not--and could not have been--a socialist value 
system. Judgments of social values by self-conscious workers and com- 
munists were influenced by socialist principles, even if naive concepts 
and illusions were mixed with them; there were moral norms in their 
individual behavior and life which nurtured the value system of later 
times. Marxist theory played a role in this by initiating it--propaganda 
by showing the possiblities of socialism, and political activity by chang- 
ing the social conditions based on a value system built on the central 
role of work. 


The great majority, however, did not know at the beginning and probably 
would not even have shared the principles and norms which later served as 
a basis for the value system of a socialist community. 


In the course of socialist development--with the expansion of large-scale 
production, with the growth of public activity and with the raise in the 
general level of culture--most of these 10 million people gradually came 
nearer to a possible socialist value system. Let us only recall the tar- 
gets set by the socialist brigades themselves, the large number of people-- 
among them our youth--who did unselfish voluntary work, or just the mass 
interest in politics. The ideals of solidarity and collectivity, the 
attraction of culture touched ever larger circles, although with varying 
intensity. Moreover, seen from the reverse, the fact that so many people 
criticize and condemn any behavior of lifestyle today that is not in 
accordance with socialist principles, is related to the spread of the 
socialist value system. 


This process,however, is not characterized by spontaneous automatism. 
Rather large circles of people are still attracted to goals and demands 
that are foreign to socialism. Included among these are: ostentatious 
consumption, status symbols and other forms of behavior which are other- 
wise amply discussed. Change is slow in the world of habits. Still, 
what we consider the primary offense against “he socialist value system 
is when someone tries to increase his income, but not on the basis of 

his work done for society and not in that proportion. 


If we examine the origin of these distortions, we find that the main prob- 
lem is the lack of something. People are missing products or services 
which are essential to satisfy decisively real human needs--and only to 

a lesser degree frivolous or superfluous articles and possibilities. But 
how they choose to acquire these products and services are determined not 
only by their own thinking but also by the circumstances under which they 
can or cannot satisfy their demands in a socialist way. 


We see today that what is necessary to overcome this extremely complex 
set of problems is not one or two short dashes, not social condemnation. 
With the solution of our huge economic problems, however, we can smooth 
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out many of these distortions. On the one hand, if we can make the econ- 
omy react flexibly to satisfy demand, then there would be fewer shortages 
of commodities and thus there would be no basis for many negative pursuits. 
On the other hand, if we really improve the domestic activity of economic 
organizations and the relations between them, if we measure and evaluate 
the working hours and the utilization of means by comparing them with 
actual economic achievements, then a great many effects which are nega- 
tive today will become positive conditions for shaping behavior, community 
consciousness and responsibility. 


The "restoration" of the value system, therefore, demands both the sound 
Organization of the economy and the political struggle, together with 
educating those who are aware. 


Do the social sciences in party education offer enough mature Marxist 
results for the solution of problems which our comrades find in their 
everyday lives? For many actual problems, they do not, although signifi- 
cant results were produced in the past decades by several branches of 
social sciences: economics, history, sociology, philosophy and others. 
Among these, there are perhaps some less massive ones, but there are 
mature results. Still, propaganda activity is often faced with problems 
arising from the fact that, although there are scientific answers, the 
instruction materials fell behind. Some theses contradict not only every- 
day experiences in reality, but occasionally also the picture given, by 
one or another branch of science, of actual situations found in reality. 
A certain amount of off-phase between instruction and the social sciences 
is unavoidable and natural. But this can be overcome if both social 
scientists and propagandists make an effort to put proven and useful 
results into the practice of instruction as soon as possible. 





Those whose task is to transmit results given by the social sciences in 

a form useful for propaganda carry an especially large responsibility. 
Among them, the party publications, partyorgans dealing with instruction 
may ask themselves: Are they doing everything that is expected to trans- 
mit into the minds of party activists what may be helpful to them to 
avoid the confrontation between the theses taught, scientific results 

and reality. 


For the sake of an effective education of those who are aware, we must 
also answer the question as to what kind of picture do we, our comrades 
and the public, have today about socialism. We do find in it the traces 
of the early egalitarianism. Also, there is not enough awareness that 

the road of development is not as smooth and even as we imagined. At 
least the scale of development is different, primarily in questions of 
awareness and behavior. The recognition, that both economic and social 
development need different means to come near the same goals in each case 
than we earlier thought would be effective, is slowly prevailing. We must 
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ask ourselves the question, as to where and how the old theses were modi- 
fied, and we should, as soon as possible, give an answer as to what prin- 
ciples we still maintain and justifiably further propagate, although the 
practice is not identical with these principles. Here we must, however, 
differentiate between two things. With reference to the mistakes in our 
practical work, the thing to do is still to correct these mistakes and to 
do our work more effectively. From this a group of practical problems may 
be separated although we do not always exactly know where the dividing 
line is, in which decisions or their consequences, or spontaneous tiny 
displacements in society yielded different results than expected. We 
must, of course, also realistically consider the external influences; with 
thorough analysis this was, and is being, done by the party's leading 
institutions. Where the change of the situation is somehow different, 
there we must, by all means, modify either the practice or our concepts. 
We must correct, with the help of practical means, what we still consider 
wrong, and we must eventually realize that society and the members of 
society will reach those socialist goals in a different way than that 
imagined a few decades ago. 


In our present propaganda activity, we are faced with the question whether 
the goal described in our platform declaration is still realistic in the 
midst of our economic problems and social paradoxes and anomalies. Our 
answer to this may be that we consider our goals and pursuits, as out- 
lined in our platform declaration, are realistic even under today's 
worsened conditions. We must, precisely to better approach this goal, 
make the efforts we were asked to make by the Central Committee in its 
very important April 1978 resolution, putting in the forefront the consis- 
tent execution of decisions. Our concrete course of action in economic 
policy is based on this; it is included in last December's Central Com- 
mittee's resolution and in the 1979 Plan. Carrying out these actions 
will, however, be very difficult in the years to come; moreover, the tasks 
may give the impression that the goals have been modified. Nevertheless-- 
and we can point this out--it is these efforts just mentioned, demanded 
from ourselves, through which we can approach what was formulated at the 
llth Congress and in the platform declaration. 





It may seem strange that I have almost asked more questions and brought up 
more open problems than I have answered. But this too reveals my respect 
for propaganda activity. It follows from the political style and internal 
creative atmosphere of our party that we can do this at such a festive 
commemoration, on the occasion of recognizing the activity of the propa- 
gandists. 


I would refer, in this regard, to the Central Committee's resolution of 
October 1976 which starts out with the premise that in Hungary the propa- 
gation of Marxist-Leninist ideals is a social necessity, and a prerequi- 
site of development. In speaking of our ideological activity, I have 
brought up actual problems, because I wanted to demonstrate that the work 
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of our party's propagandists--according to the results they achieve--is 
not only an important part of the party's activity but it also infil- 
trates, in a broader sense, the life of society and participates in 
shaping the social processes in the direction of socialism. Building 
advanced socialism includes increased ideological awareness and communal 
activity of the members of society, their sensitivity toward social prob- 
lems and their sense of direction. This is the way in which those pos- 
sibilities which are offered by our socialist system for the real enrich- 
ment of human life will be consummated. 
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POLAND 


WEEKLY SUMMARIZES, HAILS ACHIEVEMENTS OF 1970'S 
Warsaw POLITYKA in Polish No 29, 21 Jul 79 pl 


{Editorial article: "“Thirty-Five")] 





[Text] When we look at things from a thirty-five year perspective, which is 
already a historical perspective, we can ascertain that socialism has brought 
our country a very firm internal stabilization, despite all the periods of 
errors and tensions and despite some very dramatic episodes. Socialism has 
stood the test of time and has passed all the tests which time did not spare 
it. Our system emerged from them strengthened by the experiences which it 
gained and ever more successfully renewing its line of development. 


The special achievement of the 1970's in Poland is the fruit of the accumulated 
experiences of the previous quarter century and of the conclusions which were 
drawn from the successes and failures which it experienced. 


The group summoned by the Party in 1970-71 to lead the country undertook a bold 
experiment of accelerated economic development which, especially during the 
early years, made possible an exceptionally rapid growth in national wealth 
and an anti-stagnation orientation. This operation differed from the first 
period of rapid industrialization in our history not only in that development 
was carried out on an altogether different level, but also in the assumption 
that it would not take place at the price of sacrifices. On the contrary, an 
increase in the standard of living was its immediate result. In the 1970's 
despite all the current difficulties which we are experiencing--unexpectedly 
great difficulties, just as development is unexpectedly rapid--Polish society 
has begun in its aspirations to approach the highly developed countries. 


Simultaneously, post-December policy in the area of internal life was based on 
principles of the unity of the whole nation, of taking into account its opinion, 
and of respect for tolerance. As never before, Poland has opened itself to the 
world. 


During the entire course of the 35 years in Poland there were many matters to 
take care of, and at every moment we felt that this was the moment when they 
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were most numerous. We also feel this way now. A measure of the success of 
the 35 years, however, and especially of the 1970's, during which policy is 
accommodated to man, and not to the image of some historical vision over and 
above human existence--the measure of this success is that we can and do con- 
ceive of our program for the future as a continuation, a continuation which 
is distinguished by an improvement in relations and a need to overcome diffi- 
culties and impediments to growth, but a continuation nonetheless. The 35 
years have accumulated for us an economic, political, and social capital 
which, through the course of all the improvements which the present and still 
more the future requires, we ought to multiply and protect. 
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POLAND 


KISIEL COMMENTS ON DISSIDENCE, OTHER ISSUES 


Paris KULTURA in Polish No 5 May 79 pp 112-115 
[Article by Kisiel: "The Two Seeds of Bitterness"™] 


[Text] Upon reading my book on socialist management, a certain correspondent 
of mine wrote me not long ago that no one would read it because Poles believe 
that the Pope and Penderecki will deliver them. A joke is a joke, but our 
"independent favoring" countrymen really believe in miracles, and speedy ones 
at that. They are probably spoiled by the 20-year interwar period. It was 

a real miracle that the European powers battled each other, and that three 
empires measured their length in the dust while Poland arose free as never 
before. But anticipating the repetition of such a miracle or “stroke of 
luck" during our lifetime is perhaps a bit exaggerated, especially since 

a new world war for national freedom could transform Europe into a pile of 
rubble, something which I think no one calls for, not even in Poland. Having 
read Mr. Jan Drewnowski's noteworthy article, “Authority and Opposition" 
ZESZYTY HISTORYCZNE Nr 46), I was amazed that in Poland there was such a 
strong and admirable feeling of resistance by the entire nation, with the 
labor class at its head: just watch how they will overthrow the government 
and regain independence; the only fear is that the opposition must not be 
"fractional" or in any way tied in with the regime; that it must not demand 
any treasonous Finlandization, but rather full, absolute independence, sov- 
ereignty, democracy, pluralism, etc., etc. 


1 enjoy fairytales immensely... especially in contemporary Poland, where 
there are almost three million party members (plus their families); where 
the indifferent, unaccustomed to thinking crowds press vehemently, but 
without being compelled, to the voting urns, not seeing anything humiliating 
about voting for a ballot composed by someone else; where among the intel- 
ligentsia civil courage has disappeared completely, and anonymous denunciations 
to the authorities have become a matter of course; where.... And the so- 
called sacred working class (How long will this obsolete Marxist term re- 
main in our journalism?), egoistic and self-preoccupied, excessively in- 
flated through huge sovietizing investments, which would be struck first by 
the rational suppression of these investments (something that the Czechs and 
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Hungarians were able to protect themselves against), reducing above all the 
absurd employment excess. 


And this is the way it would appear, seen up close and without delusions, dear, 
remote Mr. Drewnowski. The only actually independent manifestation which our 
nation has always practised is the attendance in droves to church for Sunday 
Mass. But already at this point it is no longer threatening, because the 
authorities have become accustomed to this action, and furthermore, they spec- 
ulate on how to point this once contrary wind into their own sails. Certainly 
the arrival of the Pope is a tough nut to crack for the Party, but anything 
can happen: already there are people who fear that the Party will want to 
make gigantic publicity for itself, about now magnanimous and liberal it is 

to graciously allow the Holy Father to come to the Marxists--why, in 1966 
ascetical Gomulka did not permit this... Already fol‘t= <pin visions of how 
Mr. Jablonski will serve at the Mass, and Mr. Gierek, wreathed in smiles, 
will strut about the Royal Castle...while everything is televised. Later it 
will be described and photographed by several thousand foreign newsmen and 
then there will be no turning back: People's Poland attains beatification, 
Church and State negotiate an alliance and that's all.... Already the com- 
munique on the arrival to Poland of Archbishop Agostino Casaroli contained 
the familiar passage that, while in Poland, the Vatican official (22 March) 
will conduct “talks with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and with other 
individuals in matters of interest to both sides.” Both sides, in other words, 
above the heads of those who are contemptuously known in Poland as the pop- 
ulace, which on principle knows little and is little informed. It is alto- 
gether no side at all. 


Of course, I exaggerate, joke and blaspheme. Pope Wojtyla is an intelligent 
and profound man, as well as a world-wise Pole. Many times already the 

Party has tried to dupe him and to take him in in one way or another. But he, 
as the Cracow Metropolitan, was able to avoid the traps and escape oppression 
tactfully yet emphatically. I think that even now he understands the danger 
which threatens exhaustion of the nation's entire portion of dynamism in a 
lofty and beautiful, though one-time-only, manifestation: millions of 

people trample Poland under foot, showing their love for the Pope and the 
West, but then what? The same or even worse. The pope is not a bishop of 
just the Polish opposition; besides, that is not his purpose. His kingdom is 
not of this world. The Church will replace for us neither political life nor 
the world. And therefore? 


And here I return to Mr. Drewnowski. His greatest fear is that our opposi- 
tion not be "factional," “of the party,” or inspired by someone; that it be 
sure to express the tendencies of the sacred Polish nation. These fears are 
strange, yet strangely in agreement with the police-gossip intrigues, whose 
scene is ever totalitarian Warsaw . Whereas there are no sacred nations or 
sacred classes, particularly after 35 years of subtly degenerative totali- 
tarian government (Read Orwell, a better prophet than Marx), there are these 
several hundred young people, who disregarding persecution, beatings, extor- 
tion, and expulsion from studies, founded a substitute free press, literature, 
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and education, helped many authors to regain personal dignity, and even en- 
abled Mr. Drewnowski to discuss something which, as can be seen from the 
second half of his article (after 1957), he knows little about. These 
several hundred young people rescue our honor (as well as the honor of the 
sacred proletariat) and they deserve the deep appreciation of all Poland. 
And should they derive from some faction (which is after all a workaday 
police myth) or even from hell itself--this is really no business of those who 
for years have clamoured about socialism, and having caused damage and con- 
fusion, today are unable to give up this bankrupt,ambiguous word upon whose 
rotative ambiguity the gigantic action of fooling the so-called populace of 
Poland is based. Because who would dare to discard the sacred word social- 
ism?! Likewise Mr. Drewnowski did not dare to mention this word even once 
in his article. Until we settle the word and its concept, how can we dis- 
cuss any secret factions? That Kuron was in the party--is true. But 
Drewnowski was also--and he is not saying anything. 


But let us not plunge into quarrels, invectives, or into slandering sacred 
things (and there are many of these sacred things: a sacred nation, sacred 
people, sacred class, sacred socialism...) Let us come down to earth where 

I would like to offer all of you a somewhat cleansing portion of pessimism, 
uy two seeds of bitterness. In Warsaw I often converse with people from the 
West--politicians and newsmen, Americans, Frenchmen, Englishmen and Germans. 
All tell me: "It is very good in Poland; Gierek is an excellent economist 
and pragmatist. The people are prosperous. You have a very liberal Party. 
You have it much better here than in Czechoslovakia or Hungary, not to men- 
tion the Asian countries or South America. You say what you will (for ex- 
ample now at this moment); you travel abroad (Mr. D. also has grievances about 
this). You have foreign currency and semi-secret newspapers, as well as many 
cars and television sets. What more do you actually want? That we move Rus- 
sia for you to another place on the globe? But Russia has also become lib- 
eralized. Stalin is no longer here. Besides they need American aid. They 
have problems in the East; they want to live better. We will help them in 
this. After all, without Russia, the Germans would devour you! So do not 
rock the boat. Sit back quitely and be content. You are not due anything 
else. There will be no war in Europe. Only a madman would begin one and 
Hitler's era is over. 


This is what all Westerners are telling us. At the most, some Germans dip- 
lomatically keep silent; probably those who secretly dream about neutrality 
and Finlandization at the price of unity. (See my column "My Prophecy," 
KULTURA Nov 1977). The large Western democracies depend on elections, 
people, oil and prosperity. The struggle for the world moved to Asia, where 
it continues without the participation of the consuming and consumable 

West. The Polish (Czech, Hungarian, Rumanian, Bulgarian, and Albanian) 
question does not exist for the world of great politics. By the decision 

of the entire world, we are locked up in a cage together with the Russian 
tiger, which, even if it were dying, would still be sufficient to keep us 

in line. It is enough that it accidentally grazes us with its claws. In 
this situation, justified political pessimism could degenerate into complete 
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torpidity, stagnation and spiritual death. In the meantime, like fate's 
gift, like the last flash of hope for my generation, the youth appear, re- 
minding us about national culture, about dignity, tradition, and about the 
liberty of life. Why, it is fate'’s smile--for us in Poland. And for the 
emigre politicians of irresponsible abstraction, a subject for plaintive 
sneers. 
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POLAND 


REASONS FOR INEFFECTIVENESS OF KSR‘'S EXAMINED 
Warsaw POLITYKA in Polish No 25, 23 Jun 79 p 4 


[Article by Jerzy Loch: "I Do Not Understand. Explain!" For related infor- 
mation see Sadurski article in JPRS 73524, 23 May 79 of this series] 


[Text] Wojciech Sadurski in the interesting article "Demo- 
cracy in the Factory" (POLITYKA No 15) limited himself 
basically to a sociological description of worker self-gov- 
ernment, reporting that economic conditioning had just ap- 
peared. Meanwhile, it mainly has had the result that the 
theoretically ideal--institutional solutions that make it 
possible for a collective to influence decisions relating 

to its enterprise--in life often are not completely realized. 


In the discussion published in March in the columns of TRIBUNA SAMORZADU 
ROBOTNICZEGO, devoted to the problem of the functioning of worker self-govern- 
ment, Henryk Mizerski, a worker of the State Farms Combine in Gliwice and a 
member of the local Worker Self-Government Conference [KSR], said: The KSR 
serves above all to confirm decisions which have already been made by manage- 
ment or which have been passed down to be carried out. Hence a basic role is 
also played by management and administrative workers who provide materials-- 
and with more or less pertinent arguments--argue for their adoption. If there 
is discussion, it is formal and on less important matters. In very important 
matters the voices are softened. In the entire KSR it is exclusively a matter 
of having the largest number of participants raise their hands to vote "yes." 


Obviously such a course of deliberations can be explained by inclinations of 
the managerial personnel toward autocratic management of their enterprise. In 
spite of appearances, many directors like to avail themselves of the advice of 
the collective before making important decisions. Why then is that done so 
rarely? Certainly representative will be the answer of Jerzy Golda, vice- 
director of the State Farms Combine at Wolczyn on the Opolszczyznie, who in 

the mentioned discussion said: "It is observed that the KSR's do not speak 

up, that less and less is discussed with them. The people do not want to talk, 
for often there is no point to it. What of it, that several important problems 
are touched upon now and then and some important conclusions are arrived at, 
when not many of them are later realized. And it is not because management does 
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not want to do this. Quite the contrary--they have the best of intentions, 
they want to do it. They just cannot! And it is the same for the solution 
of both important and small matters. 


Here is an example. For 10 years an improper sowing structure has been forced 
upon a combine. In spite of objections of the KSR the decision is always kept 
in force and the sown corn is always wasted. Will people who, before this, have 
warned of waste want to have their voices disregarded again? Why should they 
if nothing comes of it? If it must be thus because the superior has decided, it 
is better to take a vote and not worry, concludes director Golda, citing still 
another example of the helplessness of the combine management. ‘Someone says 
that it is necessary to buy a chain to tie up a cow. But there are no chains 
available. And then the cow gets into someone's shop, but certainly not the 
butchers. And the people laugh, for the director cannot buy a stupid chain. 
And indeed, he can't." 


A year ago Ryszard Zawodny, chief director of the State Glass Foundry (Huty 
Szkla Gospodarczego) in Zabkowice, explained the problem to me: We always act 
within the framework of the means allocated to us, speaking directly: in the 
framework of indicators that are sometimes high and sometimes low. And in the 
course of 10 years of management we have succeeded in perceiving the correct- 
ness of the statement that with every increase in the quantity of distinctive 
features of directives the activity of the staff diminishes. And conversely, 
where the enterprise has more freedur, the initiative of the workers has in- 
creased. Good work can be encouraged if an improvement in working conditions 
is promised; and if 45-50 millions in profit are made, funds for modernization 
will be found. If on the other hand that cannot be promised, and the decision 
to allot funds comes from above, regardless of the results achieved by the plan, 
then how can people be motivated in the long range to work better? 


Repetition From Theory 


It is known that a precept of Marx's theory by legitimation is the ownership 
of the means of production, and therefore, in socialism the whole of society 
must decide on the methods of using these means. However, the question of how 
society is to implement its authority has not been solved unequivocally. I 
think therefore that it is worth recalling the achievements of theoretical 
thought in this area. 


In volume 3 of "Das Kapital" Marx analyzed two functions very often performed 
then by a single person, namely that of the proprietor and that of the entre- 
preneur. The former concerns himself exclusively with the preservation of 
capital, its final effect on the selection of the enterprise in which he invests 
and on giving that enterprise general direction. Only the latter bears the 
actual risk of industrial activity by making the so-called decision of the entre- 
preneur regarding the assortment, the amount of production, etc. Together with 
the development of the capitalist method of management, economists have also 
distinguished a need to perform a third function as that of a manager who is 
interested in maintaining the continuity of the technological processes in 
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the enterprise entrusted to his care, for which he receives remuneration result- 
ing from the agreement that the entrepreneur concludes with him. 


All society, represented by organs of the state, is acknowledged as the pro- 
prietor of the main portion of the means of production. 


The function of the entrepreneur? It depends on the degree of centralization 
of economic power. When there is a high degree of concentration the decisions 
belonging to the entrepreneur go to the main administration. (Then, by the 

way, one cannot speak of production units as enterprises, but only as plants. 
For the entire economy becomes an enterprise.) In the opposite case, under con- 
ditions of compl te decentralization, the collective would be the entrepreneur. 
In practice, obviously, we will not have any of these extremes in our country, 
and it is possible therefore to speak of two co-entrepreneurs--the main admin- 
istration and the collective, which employs a person selected by themselves to 
perform the function of manager, entrusting him with the position of director. 
The director is then obligated to respect their will. He acts in that way 
anyway in the case of recommendations coming from the association or department, 
but does not always want to and is not always able to conform to the views of 
the collective. Especially if the other co-entrepreneurs have limited rights 
normally belonging to an entrepreneur. The "Oswiecim" Chemical Plants, which 
was one of the first to start working in 1973 in the Large Industrial Organiza- 
tion System, has become almost a case study. 


The tasks were then determined by several synthetic indicators, while the de- 
tailed decisions were up to the director and the collective. Almost all the 
plant workers were then instructed and the new principles were interpreted. The 
mechanism of connections of effects of the enterprise with the achievements of 
sections and even teams was worked out. Each one knew how much he could earn 

if money were saved on materials or energy. Innovator's ideas and proposals 

for organizational improvements came in an endless flow. The situation devel- 
oped in which the team itself appeared with a proposal to oust a do-nothing who 
was cf not much use and who had reduced the wage fund. 


That simply ideal situation did not last long, however. The independence of 

the plant began to diminish. Nominally, the plans acted according to the modi- 
fied Large Industrial Organization principles, but the superior unit did not 
consult with them, replacing the other "co-entrepreneur" almost as a whole. 
Several old indicators were replaced by almost 30. Among other things, a limit 
of difficulty was introduced. The matter appeared to be the same with the de- 
velopment fund, the amount of which is directly proportional to the results 
obtained by the enterprise and which can serve for the financing of small invest- 
ments, mainly modernization. It follows from the assumptions that it must be 
mobilized for best work. When such a fund was formed at "Oswiecim" neither 

the management nor the collective was slow in exercising control of it. It was 
necessary to ask for agreement on the use of it every time. The situation was 
the same with disposition of the wage fund, which plays a very motivating role 

in increasing productivity. Actually, it was even worse, for after it was worked 
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out it amounted to 80 percent of the wage cuts in 1977, for example. Among 
the workers the conviction spread that it really did not pay to do one's best, 
for it was not known what one would get for it. A considerable reduction in 
the activity of the collective was observed. 


Sharing Authority 


Obviously the motives for departing from the original solutions were objectively 
valid. Under the tension that had developed in the economy, limitations disci- 
plining the finances, personnel, etc., were necessary and unavoidable. But with- 
out taking into consideration the objectively substantiated reasons for controls 
its effects will be the same. The collective, replaced by decisions of the 

main administration, will be less and less active. This is not only reflected 

in the economic results but also detains attainment of one of the goals of 
socialism, self-realization of man in the process of work. Recent decisions 
giving worker self-government a high rank also have been well received. However, 
they themselves are insufficient to solve the problem and must be supported 

by changes of an economic nature, and above all must be protected against ex- 
plicit division of authority between the two co-entrepreneurs, the central or- 
gans of the state administration and the collective. 


In accomplishing that division, it would appear, three basic criteria must be 
kept in effect: ability to recognize social needs, ability to most effectively 
manage fixed assets and ability to solve social problems and problems of social 
living conditions. Obviously dependent on the share of the national economy, of 
the industrial sector and even of trade--the limits of authority will be differ- 
ent. Nevertheless they must be explicitly defined. 


If it is a matter of social needs, it will certainly be a task of the social or- 
gans to search for very general trends--for example, the increase in society's 
interest in electronic apparatus. The perception of such conformity can involve 
changes in the disposition of the means of production. However, the producers 
must decide on selection of the assortment. It also is understandable that in 
managing heavy industry larger powers rest in the main administration, but in 
light industry greater freedom of the enterprise is permissible. It is quite 
obvious that in the sphere of social and living-standard needs the deciding 
voice must belong to the collective. 


Economic conditioning for the functioning of worker self-government is not lim- 
ited to accomplishing the mentioned division of authority. It also is necessary 
to establish general game rules. For soon in various economic units the de- 
cisive region of "co-entrepreneurs" will be different--and it is evident that 
those units are interconnected by numerical dependencies--then if a common de- 
nominator in the form of a synthetic measure of efficiency indicating thrifti- 
ness is not found, we do not want the broad masses of the workers to actively 
participate in management. 


A worker arriviny at a worker self-government conference or a production con- 
ference does not have to have previously read several textbooks in economics in 
order to understand what is concealed behind the numbers and specialized terms 
cited by successive representatives of management, which by juggling they can 
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prove any thesis. The worker wants to know whether things are being done well 
or poorly in his enterprise, whether the work of the managers is better or 
worse than at other plants. And he wants to know why that is so. In discussing 
the future of his enterprise he wants to know the possible alternative actions 
and the hoped-for effects of each of them. Then he can express his knowledge 
by raising his hand, while leavinedetails to the director and his assistants. 
In every other situation the worker's share in institutions having to guarantee 
"democracy in the factory” will be a fiction, regarding which the statement of 
the worker Henryk Mizerski, already cited in this article, is the most con- 
vincing: "Often problems of the plan, especially of the financial plan, are 
described so that the average worker participating in KSR conferences does not 
kmMow what is happening. How is that? If he rises to ask a question, what does 
it mean? the dominant managers start to smile, to deride him. It is necessary 
to have much courage, to pay no attention to that and firmly say: "I don't 


understand. Explain!" 
2174 
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FAILURE TO PROTECT HISTORIC TREASURES DEPLORED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 12, 20 Jun 79 p 47 


[Article by Dan Berindei: "The Vestiges of the Past, the Precious Stones 
of our Socialist Present"] 


[Text] The waters in the brooks gather to become rivers, the rivers into 
streams, the streams into seas and the seas into oceans. Similarly, the 
sources of history which have been preserved for us, side by side, lead 

us toward the reconstruction of the past, the basis of the present, and of 
course also that of the future. However, just like the waters which are 
not lost but are collected in the oceans of the world and the last little 
brook is a part of the whole, the sources of mankind's past have been 
preserved for us in minute proportions. Therefore, reconstruction is a 
difficult task, full of obstacles, and the historian is sometimes in the 
position of the paleontologist who must recreate the skeleton of an extinct 
animal from a few little pieces of bone. 


For people which have been placed at “historic crossroads" or "in the path 
of wickedness" --in the words of the chronicler -- an even more restricted 
number of witnesses of the long-past life has survived. The people of 
southeastern and easter Europe defended the civilization of central and 
western Europe with their breasts, enabling in turn, the people living 

in privileged areas to accumulate more material and cultural assets which, 
although were not absent from the less favored regions at the eastem 

and south-eastern parts of the continent, have been preserved there to a much 
lesser extent. "You people of the West, who lived for such a long time 
far away from 'Barbary', cultivating the arts and peace," wrote Jules 
Michelet, "you should always be thankful to the eastern nations, placed 
at the frontiers of Europe. Do not forget what you owe to Hungary, Poland 
and to unfortunate Romania." 


The resources of the past in their varied manifestations -- ranging from 
an old folkloric item of the popular culture, a manuscript or a document 
revealing a wide diversity of information to us, to structures which 
indicate various stages not only of economic development but also of 
primitive arts -- deserve to be protected. Society as a whole and each 
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individual citizen of the country must safeguard these inestimable assets. 
Although there are protective laws, the purpose of which is to preserve 
and to conserve everything that cannot be replaced, they are often dis- 
regarded or treated lightly by the institutions and the people; often they 
are simply violated, without considering that any destruction of such a 
source is irreversible, tearing off from the already restricted bunch of 
the witnesses of our past some rare flowers which speak to us across the 
centuries, attesting our uninterrupted and creative presence on these 
ancestral regions. 


Several decades ago, as the result of some incompetent steps, the archives 
of the University of Bucharest were lost; incredible amounts of cultural 
assets were removed from the country, until the welcome law of ancestral 
patrimony stopped this improper frittering away of the very substance of 
our nation. Not so long ago, as a result of certain rather hastily 
executed constructional activity, houses and other vestiges of our cultural 
and historic past kept disappearing from various localities. Of course, 

we do not want to deprecate the highly valued urban reconstruction which is 
sweeping the country, but want to attract attention to the fact that 
solutions must be found to combine harmoniously the requirements of building 
with those of conservation. 


The conservation of historic resources in their many concrete aspects 
represents a lofty patriotic and human duty; their restoration brings pride 

to all. The giant restoration campaign involving many of the historical 
monuments of the country at the time of the establishment of our social 
system, attests the preoccupation of the socialist state with the conservation 
of the priceless vestiges of the past. All of us must continue this effort 
methodically in an organized manner, confirming the virtues of the social 
system,the duty of which is to cultivate and to develop all the resources 
demonstrating creativity and human intelligence that we inherited from 
mankind, and in the first place from our own ancestors. 


It is imperative to be unflinchingly intransigent when faced with any violation 
of the written and unwritten laws of the protection and conservation of 
historic vestiges, keeping in mind that any loss in this area is irrecoverable. 
An offhand treatment of the problem cannot be excused at all. As we stated 
before, it is our duty, as citizens of socialist Romania to protect stead- 
fastly all the true treasures of the past, which harbor the vigorous roots 

of the bright present and future of our country. The precious stones of 
history -- "the golden book" of the nation --must be protected and valued; 

their bright shine is destined to affirm throughout the centuries the 
thousand-year old civilization of the people which has demonstrated its 
creativity and its merit on many levels and has defended with honor its place 
under the sun within the great family of the peoples of the world. 
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SHORTCOMINGS OF EDUCATION ORGAN ANALYZED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 12, 20 Jun 79 p 51 


[Article by Ion Negret: “What is discussed, and how are the discussions 
carried out at TRIBUNA SCOLII"} 


[Text] The fact that the Romanian school system enters into a new stage 

of its development is a truism that does not need any more proof. Reflecting 
these changes, the educational press as a whole has discussed many current 
problems of the teaching profession. 


The review TRIBUNA SCOLII participated in this, publishing articles about 
the integration of the educational process with research and production, 
the diversification of high school education, the creation of multi- 
faceted personalities, etc , thus proving that its editorial board has 
indeed chosen the same approach concerning the fundamental problems of 
today's schools. Similarly, the suggestive titles of the columns of the 
review ("The school and life"; “The school and the family"; “Educational 
consulting office"; “Communist education"; “The rostrum of teaching exper- 
ience} etc ) indicate promising intentions, namely specific contributions 
to what has been called “the education of the educators”, i.e., the 
shaping of the attitudes and aptitudes, enabling the faculties of the 
schools to participate actively and competently in the modernization of 
educational process. Judging from the scope of the review, this is 
without any doubt its major purpose. 


As far as the faculty members are concermed, the articles or interviews 
such as “The teacher~-- a decisive factor of the school's progress” 

(No. 185, March 18. 1978); “Teaching basic sciences in the midst of 
modernization” (No. 200, February 17, 1979), "“Multidirectional training 
of students -- a social wish and a legal provision" (No. 201, March 17, 
1979) etc , are of scientific interest, and do indeed eliminate some 
obscure points in the teaching practice. In the assemblage of two 
articles and five interviews, published in the columm entitled "Scientific 
consultations", (No. 200, February 17, 1979) and devoted to the 





pedagogical problems involved in the teaching of various disciplines, 

is of a similar nature. It is obvious that by placing side by side, 

in the same framework, the opinions expressed by educational researchers 
and by teachers who actually teach in the schools results in a useful 
confrontation between the theory and practice of the teaching process. 


During recent months, nearly all issues of the review contained articles 
which presented the personal experience or opinion of members of the 
teaching staff who work at various schools. This is definitely a good 
thing, and ‘in any case it is quite natural for a review devoted to 
education. Still, one would expect that the articles by the teaching 
staff would be more directly related to the problems of the schools, to 
their major concerns, examining some of the more difficult aspects with which 
the educators are confronted daily. However, some of these articles leave 
quite a different impression. A gaudy and flashy tone, rose-colored 
presentations, private-interest experiences predominate among them. 
However, the real problems of the schools cannot be analyzed in depth 

in this manner, and the articles in question are unconvincing and even 
tiresome. Here are two examples. The article "Folklorism in the focus 
of attention of teaching circles", (No. 190, April 15, 1978) illustrates 
what could be called the “inert style” used quite frequently in the 
review. Actually, the article presents a simple information in connection 
with the activities program of the second quarter of the last three years 
of the teaching staff of the general school in the community of Socetu 

in Teleorman county: the pupils learned a folk dance called “the porcupine”, 
listened to a lecture about folklore, and saw a film; they learned 
another folk dance, etc , etc , etc. 


Similarly, the article entitled "The level of preparation of the students 
as viewed by the whole work collective” (No. 203, May 12, 1979) presents 
information about “the excellent results in the learning process” obtained 
at the agricultural-industrial high school at Podu Iloaiei during the 
current school year. How were these results obtained? Besides of the 
fact that “scrupulous quarterly summing-up exercises were held” and that 
great care had been taken to develop the pupils’ learning experiences 

“on the basis of the hourly graphs at various periods during the school 
year", that is, besides of well known items which become trite because they 
have been heard too many times, we do not find anything new. 


Without any doubt, the work of an educator, whether grade-school or high- 
school teacher, is very important. To teach generations of young people 
means to make a contribution to the forward march of society. It is a 
difficult task which requires sacrifices and involves, without any doubt, 

a high responsibility. Basically, to be an educator means also to be 

a visionary, a planner, and a scrupulous molder of the new man for the 
following decades. For this very reason, it is a good thing that the 
valuable experience of the teaching staff is made available in the review 
TRIBUNA SCOLII. But this raises axiologically restricted problems. What 
does the “valuable teaching experience” actually mean? Of course, any 
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educational activity has its own value. But, with respect to the present 
progress of the education, the value of the teaching should be evaluated 
by its degree of novelty, originality and efficiency at the classroom 
level. In that sense, everything that the teaching staff does not 
represent necessarily “a valuable experience”. Therefore, as a pre- 
condition, the discriminating reflection of the school activities in 

the pages of the review should be subjected to a preliminary critical 
examination. If this is not the case, there is a risk that certain 
teaching problems will become tediously commonplace. And that definitely 
cannot be justified. 





The above illustrated “inert style” is used also in certain farther- 
reaching articles. This is the case, for example, in the article entitled 
“Teaching of the Romanian language and of mathematics in certain schools” 
(No. 199, January 13 1979). The article presents the results of a canvas 

in Neamt county. This could have been an excellent occasion to present 

an analysis in depth about the current problems involved in the teaching 

of mathematics and of the Romanian language, starting from concrete facts. 
Unfortunately, the article limits its scope to a mostly statistical recording 
of these facts, reducing the analysis to a listing of standardized formulas 
of the specific “minutes” and “results”. Here is an example: "The good 
results obtained in the quarterly compositions and at the applied controls 
test of a group of 312 pupils of the 7th-l2th grades revealed the concern 
of the teachers about the molding of the capacity of comprehension and 
interpretation of the literature, the assimilation of the educational values 
of the literary works. Analysis of more than 350 compositions submitted 

at the written tests for the comprehension at the first level and at the 
baccalaureate examination lead to the conclusion that in certain high schools, 
a large number of pupils receive high grades, possess a clean style and 

are able to express their thoughts logically, have an accurate information 
on the proposed subject, express themselves in a rich, careful, and colorful 
language, etc , etc , etc.” 


Descriptions of educational books, publications on the teaching process and 
meetings on school problems occupy a large position of the pages of the 

review. Of course, the teaching staff must be kept up to date on these subjects. 
But is is hard to believe that such presentations can be actually useful 

if critical analysis and scientific comments are left out, as it is often 

the case. The simple “announcement” character under which they are 

presented, gives the journal an aspect of “information bulletin”, and so 

it cannot support its claim that it is a “rostrum of the school”. 


The qualitative changes which take place in our educational system are 
considered as representing a true "pedagogic revolution". The duty of the 
educational press with respect to such changes in the life of a school is 
to adopt a suitable attitude to reflect in a penetrating matter the essence 
of transformation in education. This is a problem of substance and not a 
form that involves directly also the review TRIBUNA SCOLII. 
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STUDY PROVES EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR HUNGARIAN MINORITY STUDENTS 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 12, 20 Jun 79 pp 50-51 


{Article by Simion Buia: “Equal Opportunity in Professional Assertion; 
Notes at the Margin of the Yearbook of the Journal ‘A Het'"] 


(Text) The new yearbook of the prestigious social-political-cultural 
weekly "A Het”, published by the Council of Socialist Culture and 
Education, the collaborative efforts of nearly 50 Hungarian writers 
from Romania who discuss the methods of professional assertion for the 
younger generation of Hungarian nationality; this is a problem of the 
highest social importance and greatest interest for the readers whom 
the publication wants to reach. 


The essays, studies, investigations, interviews and reports presented 
examine the functional nature of education in our country after its 
reorganization in the revolutionary spirit, as required by the organic 
integration of the schools into the productive activity, considering in 
connection with it, the highly complex problem of the choice of a profession. 





Published under the title “What can be, what will be my child?", the 

current edition of the Yearbook of "A Het" describes eloquently the complete 
equality of opportunities, created and guaranteed without any bias to all 
young people in Romania, regardless of nationality; in turn, this equality 
reflects the deeply democratic principles and goals of the policy supported 
by the Romanian Communist Party. Beyond the purely practical aspects of the 
advice included in this excellent volume, published on the occasion of 

the International Year of the Child, the editors also strongly emphasize 
impressive examples concerning the activities of certain enlightened scholars 
with progressive views and close to the people, and of contemporary 
personalities, such as researchers, professors, artists and other influential 
men of Hungarian nationality who reached high position in various areas of 
social life. Discussions with the historian Lajos Demeny, the jurist 

Lajos Takacs, the actress Kinga Illyes or the composer Peter Vermesy, 

with the well-known researchers Jeno Magyari, Matyas Kiraly and 

Jozsef Ujvari, their ideas and preoccupations, under the aegis of fraternal 
collaboration with the Romanian people, complete the multidimensional 
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image of the equality of opportunities of promotion and affirmation, 
one of the historic realizations of the policy, through which the party 
achieves a completely satisfactory solution for the problem of 
nationalities. 


In the opinion of the authors of the Yearbook, the Hungarian-language 

school system is the essential factor of the individual and collective 
self-fulfilment of the various nationalities. The graduates have completely 
egual chances to find a position in the area of production or to be 
successful in the admission examinations to higher educational institutions; 
all of the competitive admission examinations may be taken also in the 
Hungarian language. Recalling that in the not too distant past, 75 percent of 
the Hungarian-language high school instruction had a theoretical (languages, 
sciences - humanities) curriculum, Laszlo Murvay points out that the new 

type of high school proved its superiority. 


The correct justified selection of the type and of the school curriculum 
and thereby implicitly of the range of skills which represent the 
objectives of professional preparation and thus of the future careers, 
implies a conscientious preliminary orientation, scientifically derived 

from the cooperation of subject specialists, such as physicians, psychologists, 
sociologists, summoned to serve as leaders, not only to the young people 

“in predicament”, but also to their parents and teachers. A decision is 
especially difficult for junior high school graduates, who in the eighth 
grade, at the tender age of 13 to 14 years --i.e., at a period characterized 
by biological and psychological struggles -- must decide what type of 

high school they plan to choose, thereby selecting the type of career that 
they will follow. The studies carried out over the signatures of 

Dr Jozsef Spielmann, Janos Szekermyes, Ildiko Marosi and Elod Yoros 
indicate unequivocally that as far as the selection of a profession is 
concerned, the basic principle is that the family, the teachers and the 
experts must limit their contribution to providing information and advice, 
leaving to the young people the right to decide for themselves. In spite 

of this, it must be admitted that at the ace of 13 to 14, the young people 
are not yet sufficiently mature and they do not have enough life experience 
and thus are unable to make an independent decision to reflect fully the 
spirit of responsibility for their own future. They have only vague notions 
about the specific requirements and the objective advantages and short- 
comings of the various professions and trades. The visits organized by 

the enterprizes, the presentations by invited speakers about their own 
professions, the group consultations presented to all pupils, do not 

provide the young people with a definite opportunity to dispel the secrets 
about the trades and professions; rather, sometimes they contribute to a 
distortion of the reality. In order to compensate for these shortcomings, 
the educational institutions with the help of the competent government 
departments can make available detailed professional monographs to the 
students, presenting all the concrete features of the professions and trades, 
indicating the tools, machinery and materials used, the required workloads 
and operational standards, the work places and working conditions--the 

work program, the human environment, the involved social and cultural 
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endowment -- mentioning also the placement opportunities, the expected 
pay scale, promotional opportunities, etc. 


Many authors of the articles published in the Yearbook point out the 
importance of an objective sincere self-evaluation, comparing their own 
characteristics with the requirements of society -- the criterion of 
adapting the expectations of the young people (and of their parents) with 
reality. The individual wants to benefit from his ability, trying to 

find a school, a vocation, a workplace which fits his own subjective 
expectations. In turn, society endeavors to have all workplaces occupied 
by well prepared workers and specialists. Coordination of these two 
interests is a requirement of the progress of our society as a whole, 

and of its individual menbers. 


In choosing a school and thereby a profession, the young people must ask 
themselves: “What can I become?, what specific area does society offer me, 
to enable me, by taking full advantace of my assets and interests, to 
activate myself as usefully as possible, while also deriving successes 

and obtaining personal satisfaction?” The investigation and polis reported 
in the Yearbook prove that the selection of the profession is still strongly 
affected by obsolete concepts of the “social hierarchy” of the various 
professions. Parents with a graduate degree often direct their children 
toward college-level education, even if the children are not so inclined 

or have no chances of success. Very few--only 39.4 percent according to a poll 
cf the 12th graders of high schools at Oradea, Timisoara, Satu-Mare and 
Baia Mare, make specific plans for the future, should they fail the 

college admission examination. 


The Yearbook of the weekly "A Het" deserves all the credit for the fact that 
by presenting a large amount of documentation on the variety of opportunities 
it guides the young people toward professional areas in which they can draw 
benefits from their talents, both for themselves and for the good of society 
and national economy. The obvious priority of popularizing the professions 
related to the productive work sites, and the requirements of the socio- 
economic development of the counties, where the Hungarian population lives, 
is a useful contribution to the solution of the important problems that 

the population will face in the ‘uture. It is well known that these counties 
are developing at e fast rate, exceeding greatly the naticnal average rate 
of progress. As a result of the multilateral advancement during the years 
from 1965 to 1976, the active population of the Mures and Covasna counties 
which have been considered in the past backward and “to a high degree 
agricultural” increased by 83 and 72 percent respectively. Right now, their fast 
developing industry awaits thousands of new working 


The economic growth of the Covasna county, for example, which is expressively 
illustrated by the increase of the value of its industrial production from 

6 billion lei in 1978 to 8 billion lei during this year and to 10.3 billion 

lei in 1980, resulteq in important structural changes. The machire 

building and the treatment of metals became the leading industrial branches, 
while the chemical and fine mechanics industries and other modern vanguard 
branches are progressing. All this caused revolutionary changes in the county's 














structure of professions, in the way of life and in the overall opportunities 
open to the population. The young people of the county, in the modem 
plants, are able to reach their professional goals, to acquire advanced 
skills, a suitable social standing and life style. 


By taking into consideration the prevailing socialist realities, the bright 
expectations of the future, each son of our country, regardless of his 
nationality, can contribute substantially toward his own optimum professional 
self-fulfilment. Of course, guiding the young people toward a formation 
which will allow them to join a fast developing and promising area of 
production, enabling them to acguire high skills and a laboring man's 
sense of duty, the socialist society does not adopt in the least a one- 
sided elitist position, but takes great care to keep open all the time all 
possibilities of enlistment for tomorrow's generations. In this sense, 
there are many and varied ways toward self-fulfilment in the areas of 
intellectual creativity in literary and artistic fields, in the teaching 
institutions, cultural centers etc. within socialist Romania. The Yearbook 
thus proves that, regardless of nationality, all young people possess an 
excellent opportunity, equal chances to improve themselves thereby raising 
to new levels the traditions for all working people to live together as 
brothers. 


2210 
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EQUAL ECONOMIC, EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINORITIES STRESSED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 13, 5 Jul 79 pp 9-13 


{Article by Mihai Arsene: "The Solution of the Nationality Issue--An 
Integral Part of Socialist Construction") 


[Excerpts] As the process of socialist construction advances, the leading 
role of the party in the entire social life becomes stronger. Organically 
involved in the process of expanding socialist democracy, combining its 
activity with that of the state, the party leads the nation and the entire 
people on the road to the building of the multilaterally developed social- 
ist society, proposing the acceleration of the rate of socioeconomic 
development. 


In this perspective, as the party program states, the nation and the 
national minorities will continue to play an essential role. Therefore, 
the Romanian Communist Party consistently promotes a policy of the con- 
tinuing expansionism of the brotherhood among all workers of our country, 
regardless of nationality. 


The nationality policy of our party is based on a consideration of the 
historic characteristics of Romania--a unitary national state in which 
other nationalities live alongside the Romanians who form the overwhelming 
majority of the population. According to the January 1977 census, the 
nationality structure of the population is as follows: 88.2 percent 
Romanians, 7.9 percent Hungarians, 1.6 percent Germans, 0.25 percent 
Ukrainians, 0.11 percent Jews and others. The population belonging to 

the national minorities makes up a total of 11.8 percent of the population. 


Our party stresses that the Romania of today, with its great achievements 
in the economic, social, political, cultural and artistic spheres, is the 
result of the efforts of the entire people, of all workers regardless of 
nationality and the future of the country is decided and brought about by 
the unstinting labor of all her sons--Romanians, Hungarians, Germans, and 
those of other nationalities. 
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By treating the nationality problem as a state problem on a unitary 
historical-materialist basis, not only in the sense of the explanation 
of the past but also in the sense of the courageous forecasting of the 
future and of a daring practical activity, socialism permits the imple- 
mentation of those principles which revolutionize the entire social life, 
opening up to the nation and implicitly, to national and international 
relations, a new, brilliant horizon. 


From the time of its establishment, in the years of the bourgeois-landlord 
regime, the Romanian Communist Party has struggled against the policy of 
national oppression of any type and for the protection of the interests of 
all workers. It has supported and fought consistently for full equality in 
rights. Naturally, the crystallization of this vrircipled position and its 
proper application to the conditions of each stage ot nistory has been 
achieved in the difficult and prolonged process of the struggle against 
some erroneous theses and slogans, especially, those which came from out- 
side the workers movement in our country. 


The composition of our party by nationality corresponds to the structure 

of the population in our country, expressing the correctness of the 
nationality policy of the party, that of full equality of rights of all 
workers, regardless of nationality. The establishment of the new order 

in Romania, a result of the conscious activity of all the people, pre- 
supposes, as an essential condition, the democratic solution of the 
nationality problem, the assuring of equal conditions for all workers in 

our country, regardless of their ethnic origin, the language they speak, or 
the region in which they live. Only on this basis can the active participa- 
tion of all citizens in the building of their own socialist fate be assured 
and only on this basis is it possible to unite the efforts of all the people 
for the successful implementation of the program for the multilateral 
development of socialist Romania. 


In its entire activity--Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stresses--our party has 
acted on the basis of the fact that it is not enough to proclaim the prin- 
ciples of full equality of rights, just as it is not sufficient to proclaim, 
in general, the principles of socialist equality and equity. Of course, the 
recognition and affirmation of these principles are important, but they 
remain without life if the material conditions for their implementation are 
not assured. This is why, in the framework of the general policy of dis- 
tributing the forces of production over the entire territory of the 
country--the principal requirement f-z the building of socialism and 
communism--the party is giving special attention to the development of 
industry, agriculture and other economic branches in the counties and 
localities where workers from the national minorities live. This is a 
manifestation of the close connection between the solution of the nationality 
problem in a democratic way and our socialist construction. 


An expression of the national unity of our people, the Socialist Unity 
Front--the largest political and democratic organism in our country--unites 
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in its membership the Romanian Communist Party, all the mass and public 
organizations and professional and cultural organizations, workers councils 
of the other nationalities, and the religious cults, achieving an ever in- 
creasing unity of the broad popular masses and the uniting of the efforts 

of our nation for the implementation of the foreign and domestic policy of 
the party and state. Through its composition and role, the Socialist Unity 
Front is the expression of the new social structure of Romania and of the 
unity of the entire people and is an objective result of the processes which 
are taking place in the life of the nation. 


The workers of our country have a large number of institutionalized forms 

of participation in the exercise of political power, in managing the entire 
economic and social life of the country, including the organisms belonging 
to the national minorities--especially, the country-wide and county councils 
for workers of Hungarian and German nationality. Citizens of different 
nationalities belong to organs of leadership of our party and state, are 
deputies in the Grand National Assembly and participate in the political 

and social life of the country in the peoples councils and in various miss 
and public organizations. 


According to some calculations, the members of the bureaus and apparat 
of the county, municipality, and city party committees, the leadership 
cadres of the peoples councils and the editorial cadres of the central 
and local press are in the following proportion: 89 percent Romanians, 
7.5 percent Hungarians, 1.7 percent Germans, and 1.8 percent persons of 
other nationalities. This equitable policy takes into account the prin- 
ciple of proportionality since in counties like Covasna or Harghita, where 
the population of Hungarian nationality is present in greater numbers, 
Hungarians make up 73-75 percent of the total number of party activists. 
Timis and Sibiu counties can be cited as examples of a similar situation 
in regard to the German population. In these counties, activists of 
German origin form 11-17 percent of the total number of activists. 


Our party has always stressed the importance of the economic factor as a 
basic factor for the affirmation of Romania in the world and the realiza- 
tion of a better life for all her residents, without any discrimination. 
The understanding of the nationality problem and of problems connected 

with the assurance of full equality of rights for workers of the Hungarian, 
German, and other nationalities cannot be conceived of in any other con- 
text. "Only in the framework of the collective and of the general develop- 
ment of the country, and of the raising of the level of civilization of the 
country"--Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu says--"can superior conditions be 
assured for the manifestation of the nationalities. Any other treatment of 
the problem can only sow misunderstanding and confusion and prevent the 
uniting of efforts for the unflinching implementation of the program for 
the multilateral development of our country." 


The consistent promotion of high rates of economic growth has assured the 
accelerated development, on all levels of Romania, by the policy of the 
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judicious distribution of the forces of production over the entire terri- 
tory has created the best possible conditions for all workers in our 
country. First of all, it is a matter of equal economic opportunities for 
work and for living, for the multilateral and harmonious development of 
each person's personality. For some counties, formerly backward, the 
development rates, as well as the investments allocated by the budget are 
much higher than the country average. 


Thus, for example, in Sibiu, Satu-Mare, and Timis counties, the volume of 
total industrial production has increased, by more than 3 to 3.5 times 
during the 1965-1975 period alone. Other counties, such as Covasna, 
Harghita and Salaj, have had a higher rate of industrialization, more than 
twice the country average. However, growth involves other economic indica- 
tors and other branches of the economy and, naturally, the standard of 
living of the residents of these counties. The results which we can all 
see are the best refutation of the assertions that industrialization would 
lead to the disappearance of the nationalities and to the elimination of 
specific characteristics. It leads only to the elimination of the material 
and spiritual backwardness of some regions of the country and to the 
strengthening of the unity and brotherhood of all residents of the country 
in the unceasing work for the prospering of the ancient dwelling place. 


The capacity of the party to lead Romanian society along the road to its 
multilateral socialist development lies in the principled and realistic 
character of its nationality policy. On the basis of the general, common 
interests of the entire society and of the bond of unity and brotherhood 
among all the residents of socialist Romania, our party treats the problems 
of socialist construction in a unitary manner, without discrimination and, 
at the same time, with the necessary understanding. Indeed, the problems 
of socialist construction are unitary and general. They are our problems, 
some are older--but these are increasingly fewer--and others are problems 
of the current stage of development of the country. They concern all-- 
Romanians, Hungarians, Germans and others--and are not resolved for some 
to the disadvantage of others; their solution is a success for the entire 
society and the failure to solve them would be detrimental to all, to the 
entire society. 


Naturally, there are numerous statistics which illustrate the concern which 
our party and state show for assuring that workers belonging to the national 
minorities enjoy good living and working conditions--the same concern which 
is shown for all residents of the country. But beyond the statistics, the 
reality is much more complex. The national political worth of our party 

and state cannot be covered wholly in tables and cannot be presented in 
figures. The figures will constantly be surpassed by life and by the 
dynamics of socialist construction. 


The opportunity for residents of the German and Hungarian nationalities 
and of other nationalities to receive instruction in their native language, 
to participate in the socio-economic, political, and cultural life of the 
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country, to cultivate their own traditions and to contribute to the con- 
tinual enrichment of the treasury of our socialist civilization is assured 
by the very framework in which the entire cultural-life of the country is 
developed. 


Thus, the educational system with instruction in the languages of the 
national minorities includes all types of schools of general culture 
(kindergartens, general schools, secondary schools), as well as units of 
specialized, vocational and higher education. In the 1977-1978 school 
year, the educational system with instruction in the Hungarian language 
had 1,098 kindergartens, 1,271 general schools, and 112 secondary schools 
and sections. In the 1977-1978 school year, the approximately 350,000 
inhabitants of German origin (as of the beginning of 1977), benefitted 
from 692 sections with German as the language of instruction, two evening 
secondary schools, three sections for non-attendance courses, and two 
sections in higher education. At present, 7,487 students of Hungarian 
nationality and 2,208 students of German nationality are enrolled in uni- 
versity education. 


The cultural and scientific life of the country is open to all its resi- 
dents. For Hungarians, Germans, and residents of other nationalities, 
publishing activity is carried on not only in the Romanian language but 
also in their own language--in nine publishing houses in the country. One 
of these, "Kriterion", is available exclusively to the national minorities. 








The national minorities have at their disposal some 51 newspapers and 
reviews published in their mother tongue, with a circulation of about 
720,000 copies. Some 32 publications, with a circulation of more than 
560,000, are published in the Hungarian language. Three decades ago, the 
German language reader had only one provincial newspaper; today he has 19 
newspapers and reviews, as well as special broadcasts, on a permanent basis, 
on radio and television. The broadcasts in the languages of the national 
minorities amount to 6,000 hours a year. 


In recognition of their quality, the most representative works of the 
literary-artistic creation of the national minorities have been awarded 
State prizes, prizes of the Academy of the Socialist Republic of Romania, 
Writers Union prizes and other awards. Some 14 theaters and musical 
institutions carry on their activity in the languages of the national 
minorities. Six state theaters give performances in the Hungarian language; 
two dramatic theaters and one puppet theater give performances in the German 
language. Every four years, a class with German as the language of instruc- 
tion is organized in the "I. L. Caragiale" Institute for Theatrical and 
Cinematographic Arts in Bucharest. 


Since they are subsidized by the state, the theaters, musical institutions, 
and cultural houses enjoy the stability and the material conditions neces- 
sary for their proper operation. In this area, just as in the others men- 
tioned, the members of our society, without discrimination, feel the parental 
concern of the state--the same for all its sons. It is significant, for 
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example, that Timisoara is the only European city in which plays are 
presented in four languages. This says much more than any other type 
of propaganda does. 


In the “Hymn to Romania" national festival, which is currently in its 
second edition, more than 3,700 artistic groups and 613 artistic circles 
of amateur performers from the ranks of the national minorities are 
participating alongside the Romanians. An additional 2,000 formations 
and 441 circles are presenting programs both in the languages of the 
respective national minorities and in the Romanian language. They are 
expressing, by means of art, the joy of living and working in a free 
country, in a climate of certainty, emulation, and full satisfaction. 
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ROMANIA 


BRIEFS 





REMOVAL OF DEPUTY MINISTER--The President of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
decrees that Comrade Petre Danica is relieved of his position as deputy minis- 
ter of domestic trade. [Excerpt] [Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian 
Part I No 53, 16 Jun 79 p 3] 


NEW MINISTER FOR YOUTH PROBLEMS--The President of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania decrees that Comrade Ion Traian Stefanescu is relieved of his position 
as minister for youth problems and Comrade Pantelimon Gavanescu, first secre- 
tary of the Central Committee of the Union of Communist Youth is appointed 
minister for youth problems. [Excerpt] [Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in 
Romanian Part I No 53, 16 Jun 79 p 3] 


NEW REPRESENTATIVE TO CEMA--The President of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
decrees that Comrade Ion Patan, deputy prime minister of the government, is 
released fromhis position as permanent representative of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania to the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance. Comrade Paul Nicu- 
lescu, deputy prime minister of the government, is named permanent representa- 
tive of the Socialist Republic of Romania to the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance. [Excerpt] [Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I No 53, 
16 Jun 79 p 4] 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


VRANICKI, HISTORIAN OF MARXISM, INTERVIEWED 
Belgrade KNJIZEVNA REC in Serbo-Croatian No 122, 10 May 79 ppl, 9 


[Interview with Dr Predrag Vranicki, professor, by Sava Dautovic: "It Is 
Important To Know Where We Stand" ] 


[Text] The Zagreb rublishing houses Liber and Naprijed 
have recently published the fourth supplemented edition 
of “Historija Marksizma” [History of Marxism] as part of 
the six-volume selected works of the well-known Yugoslav 
Marxist professor Dr Predrag Vranicki. This major work 
of our Marxist scholarship, published some 20 years ago, 
is the first and still the only history of Marxism in 
the world which fully treats the many complex and diffi- 
cult issues of this revolutionary thought. These theo- 
retical studies of Marxism and socialist practice on 
which the author spent many years will soon be joined by 
certain new and indubitably significant writings to be 
included in his selected works. On this occasion 

Dr Predrag Vranicki agreed to an interview for KNJIZEVNA 
REC on the topics his books are concerned with and about 
the problems concerning which they stimulate debate and 
dialog even abroad. 


Question: Your selected works will consist of six volumes, three of which 
we are familiar with ("Historija Marksizma"), and we would therefore like to 
ask you first something about the rest. 


Answer: The fourth volume is titled "Filozofske rasprave" [Philosophical 
Essays}. In it I have given a selection of my best shorter writings from 
1950 until the present, so that the reader has a good survey of my intellec- 
tual and theoretical preoccupations and also development. The fifth volume 
is entitled "Filozofski portreti" [Portraits in Philosophy], which has al- 
ready been published once by Radnicka Stampa in Belgrade. The new edition 
contains two new portraits as well: of Moses Hess and Max Horkheimer. I 
might say right here that in the study of Moses Hess I have given a new in- 
terpretation of the sources of Marx’ thought as far as its philosophical 
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dimension is concerned. That is, in analyzing Hess' philosophy of action I 
concluded that this philosophy must also be taken as one of the sources and 
components of Marxism. The sixth volume is altogether new and is entitled 
"Marksizam i socijalizam" [Marxism and Socialism]. 


Question: Can you tell us something about * is new book? 


Answer: In my opinion this is up to this ovint my most important and funda- 
mental theoretical essay and book in view of the problems it covers. In it 
I strove to resolve certain problems and dilemmas which I myself have shared 
with others, especially those related to Stalinism, certain vital problems 
of socialism, and so on, on which I have been reflecting and writing for 3 
decades now. I was unable to concur with many previous solutions and inter- 
pretations of these phenomena, so that I again set these problems for myself 
as issues for consideration: bourgeois society--socialism, state capitalism 
and state socialism, the bureaucratic-statist relation, statism and surplus 
value, i.e., the wage relation, strategies leading to socialism, the essence 
of socialism, socialism and freedom, and so on, in which I naturally made 
use of some of my previous theoretical results. 





Question: What are the most essential differences between the fourth edi- 
tion of the "Historijea ..." and previous editions, and especially, what has 
been added? 


Answer: In the fourth edition of "Historija Marksizma” I have added another 
chapter, a very important one in my opinion, on the "left-wing communists or 
council communists” following World War I (Pannekoek, Gorter, Ruehle, and 
the German KAPD [German Communist Worker Party]), so that an important link 
to the main concept would run through my work, i.e., the concept of self- 
management in relation to the problem of socialism, has made the work more 
complete. In addition I have also filled out my presentation of many fig- 
ures such as Pannekoek, R. Luxemburg, K. Korsch, R. Hilferding, N. Bukharin, 
and there are also minor cases of touching or tightening up with the others 
as well. Finally, I also made some theoretical revisions of certain formu- 
lations in conformity with my most recent theoretical ‘sults arrived at in 
my work on the book already mentioned concerning Marxism and socialism. I 
also rounded out the literature to include the important works of the most 
recent past. I think that this will now be the definitive version of my 
"Historija Marksizma." 


Question: Even this edition, though published in 1978, ends with the year 
1968. We assume that you did not stop there solely because of a lack of the 
necessary distance, since in the preface you mentioned that this decade has 
not included any turning points, but please indicate to us certain essential 
events, changes and processes which have been taking place in the interval 
and which are relevant to your considerations in "Historija Marksizma." 
Among other things, I am thinking here of the Berlin Conference of European 
Communist Parties and what it signifies or should signify for a change of 
relations and conceptions in the international worker and communist movement, 
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and then the more articulate shaping of the strategy of Eurocommunisn, of 
the new invigoration of theories and arguments concerning "different" so- 
cialisms, of the new democratic processes emerging in the framework of the 
newly liberated countries and the nonaligned world, and running all the way 
to such things as the occurrence of armed conflicts between socialist coun- 
tries, and so on.... 


Answer: That question would be enough for an entire interview. 


First, as for ending the "Historija Marksizma" with the year 1968, I fur- 
nished an explanation in the new presses and you have mentioned it. Another 
important reason is that I do not intend to work anymore on this book, since 
I would like to devote myself to intensive work on theoretical problems, and 
the first result is the book which I have mentioned. Any further work on 
the "Historija ...," to complete it or expand it, would require a tremendous 
effort and also an extended commitment of time, so that I would have to in- 
terrupt work on the problems that interest me, and I don't want to do that. 


JSertainly there have not been any essential theoretical turning points in 
this decade, though it cannot be said that there have not been and do not 
now exist important phenomena requiring further theoretical treatment. In 
addition, historical practice is raising new issues every day, and many of 
the old issues still have not been altogether explained and elucidated. For 
example, however much it might seem that the problem of socialism--you men- 
tion the “different” socialisms and so on--is a question that is clear and 
resolved, I think that even today there is more mystification about that 
problem than about many another. There is still much that theory has to 
say. For example, the thesis of “different” socialisms, different strate- 
gies in construction of socialism, and so on, involving altogether opposed 
historical phenomena, is taken up very easily. Capitalism is also "differ- 
ent" in this sense, but in all its differences it is still one in essence. 
Otherwise we would be unable to speak about capitalism. But what is the 
essence of socialism, so that any “different” social system might be called 
socialism? This is a problem that was put in very sharp focus by our own 
revolution, especially with the conception and process of self-management. 
Again, the present development of Eurocommunism has put on the agenda the 
problem of new strategies in the struggle for socialism and also the problem 
of socialism and political and cultural democracy. The phenomena of the 
penetration of socialist ideas and even socialist government in the underde- 
veloped countries are also very important to Marxist theory; here theory 
must provide many more answers to events which were not foreseen in advance. 


When you mention the problem of particular conferences of communist parties 
like the one in Berlin, I think that any consensus on certain basic issues 
is worthwhile and important to future relations. However, no conference 
will definitively resolve the issue of those relations themselves. Only 
progressive development in the countries where the communist parties are in 
power, which means overcoming the bureaucratic-statist relations which in 
tne final analysis, when they become altogether dominant, are in fact a 
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negation of socialist relations--only that kind of constructive development 
can bring about a victory over the tensions there have been up to now, the 
conflicts, the meddling in the affairs of others, the fabrication of various 
theories of limited sovereignty and a proletarian internationalism so con- 
ceived as to justify that meddling and intervention. 


That is also the context in which I see the problem of war, which for me is 
incompatible with socialism, as I will have occasion to show in more detail. 


Question: Your book is still the only complete history of Marxism in the 
world. That fact must affect an author to some extent, but we suppose that 
this also keeps alive his responsibility as the scholar who first coped with 
the formidable task of writing a history of that revolutionary thought. Can 
you tell us in that context the kind of response your book has encountered 
and is now encountering and what sort of interest it has aroused at the in- 
ternational level, including here the dispute there was at one time with So- 
viet Marxists who attacked it in KOMMUNIST, the organ of the CC CPSU? 


Answer: I think you will understand me if I tell you that it does give a 
special feeling and satisfaction to write the first book in the world in 
such an extensive, complex and delicate field as Marxism. The book was not 
written in haste, but after many years of theoretical studies and practical 
historical commitments, so that 4 decades have passed from the time when 1 
became a Marxist up until this fourth edition. That itself shows how much 
theoretical and practical experience was woven into this book, which because 
of all these attributes, and certainly some others as well, has been very 
well received and been given exceptional praise in progressive circles 
abroad. The book has been published in German, Italian, Spanish and Greek, 
and in Albanian here in Yugoslavia as well, and Slovenian and Macedonian 
editions are in preparation. 


I might say that all the reviews and notices which I have received credit it 
with originality, significance and complexity, and see it as the first com- 
petent breakthrough in this field which has not yet been studied. Only 
there where Marxist thought ought to be applied and nm ~tured with particular 
attention, that is the so-called socialist countries, were this book, as is 
the case of almost all our Yugoslav theoretical writings, is inaccessible to 
the broad public. 


Question: Both in the polemics with the Soviet Marxists and also in certain 
other discussions of Marxism, the basic points of this agreement are concen- 
trated, as can be seen, around the conception of Marxism or around the fail- 
ure to understand the existence of different variants in Marxist philosophy. 
Which theoretical views and tones are dominant today in the interpretation 
of Marxism, especially in the relations of theory and practice? 


Answer: I believe that the matter and indeed the controversy go much deeper. 


The reasons are, of course, only theoretical, since theory is only one as- 
pect and one factor in the existence of society. I am, of course, not able 
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in a few words to state here what all the reasons are and what is the es- 
sence of that decisive historical controversy, but I can say that it is 
these problems which are the gist of my book about Marxism and socialisn. 


There where the bureaucratic-statist relation, which basically continues to 
perpetuate the wage relation with complete monopoly of the political sphere 
not only in the domain of politics, but also economics and culture, is in- 
stalled and developed in society, there where free public opinion and debate 
have not undergone development--there is room for development of only a 
crippled and dogmatized Marxism, which by and large is Marxism only in name 
and as such loses that which is most characteristic of Marxism. In order to 
cover over this deformed and mutilated situation, they always want to impose 
themselves as arbiters when it comes to Marxism. For that reason they can- 
not support any other opinion, nor any other thesis concerning different 
variants, nor a critical analysis of any thoroughness of the reality which 
came into being back with the victory of the Stalinist grouping. So theory 
is only following and justifying a practice which is not in conformity with 
what the founders and best Marxists have foreseen, that being the achieve- 
ment of self-government, the association of free producers at all levels of 
the life of society. This is the key to liberation of the working class. 
And when this is not acknowledged, but people continue to justify a politi- 
sal sphere which has absolute authority and power, then theory must also be- 
come entangled in contradictions and in outright negation of certain basic 
Marxist concepts: the withering away of the state, the development of self- 
management, a socialist democracy set in the context of the two concepts we 
have just mentioned, the broadest freedom in studying social reality and 
tendencies in its development, and so on. 


Question: How do you evaluate the Yugoslav contribution to Marxist and so- 
sialist theory and practice, and what do you consider to be the turning 
points in the development of Marxism in Yugoslavia? 


Answer: For us it is very important to know where we stand, what our posi- 
tion is in the world and especially within the framework of the interna- 
tional worker and socialist movement. We benefit neither from exaggerations 
of our role and contribution, nor from an underestimation. When we recall 
that Yugoslavia is a very small state and country and also that it was one 
»f the most underdeveloped in Burope and before the war really had semico- 
lonial status, then the social transformation to date, which began in the 
gloomy and nearly hopeless period of the rule of fascism in Europe, ranks 
among historical acts of the first order. Amyone who knows any history must 
acknowledge that the period of the National Liberation Struggle and the 
armed portion of our socialist revolution represent one of the supreme cre- 
ative moments in history. It is at the same time an important contribution 
to the Marxist theory of social revolution. 


Another decisive point is the historical resistance to Stalinism which cul- 
minated in 1948 and which in my opinion is one of the milestones in develop- 
ment of socialism in the world. This is the true beginning of the decline 
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of Stalinism on the world scene and the beginning of new processes in the 
development of the communist and socialist movement, processes which even 
now are assuming more definite and firmer forms in the Eurocommunist line of 
development and certain others as well. This is a second large Yugoslav 
contribution to the international worker movement. 


The third great act is the elaboration in both theory and practice of the 
problems of self-management, which is the exact opposite of the old and non- 
Marxist conceptions of statism, state socialism and political monopolisn, 
and at the same time it is the essence of socialism. This is an answer to 
the question already taken up as to the essence of socialism, all the dif- 
ferences of the various socialist processes, which, of course, depend on 
historical traditions, level of development, other international circun- 
stances, and so on, are nevertheless reduced to one common denominator which 
characterizes a society as socialist, though it may te underdeveloped, de- 
veloping, and so on. In this respect the Yugoslav contribution is great in 
view of the theoretical elaborations of these problers and also the concrete 
experience so far in the practice of self-management's development. The 
world public has not been given enough familiarity with all these results 
because of the language barriers. 


And finally, I think that Yugoslavia'’s consistent conception in foreign pol- 
icy in the practice of nonalignment, of active coexistence, of national sov- 
ereignty and of nonintervention in the internal development of any country, 
and so on, is an important contribution to the struggle of free peoples in 
this world, which has been greatly deformed by hegemonistic aspirations and 
the politics of the large bloc powers. 


These are in every respect great achievements for a small and so far almost 
unknown country. But for that very reason we dare not let this turn our 
heads. We also have our substantial shortcomings. Some are more a conse- 
quence of our former burden of backwardness and of the continuing convulsive 
struggle to pull ourselves out of that backwardness, and then our position 
in a delicate geopolitical area, which objectively is not an enviable one at 
all, and then there are our own subjective shortcomin, - as well. Given 
these objective circumstances, we have not been able to develop with a broad 
political pluralism which would afford much greater freedom in other sectors 
of public life as well, as in the press, public opinion, 2nd so on. But I 
also feel that even today we are in a position where we cuuld expand demo- 
cratic relations and practice much more in all domains of the life of soci- 
ety, beginning with democratic relations in the leading political forces and 
extending to the mass media, scholarly and public criticism, and so on. I 
think that the future development of our self-management system in fact de- 
pends in good measure on this dimension. 


Question: From a great many quarters and in a definite relation to this 
people have been pointing out the lack of Marxist criticism, debate and po- 
lemics in Yugoslavia. It is, of course, not difficult to agree with that 
observation, but what interests us is what in your opinion still needs to be 
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done and what preconditions provided for so that a more lively public dialog 
might take place in society? 


Answer: I think that that is a question which soon will have to be put on 
the agenda of our socialism with the greatest seriousness. The greater the 
extent to which our self-management overcomes its initial childhood diseases, 
the greater need will be felt for a much more developed public opinion, for 
a social and political culture in which criticism and dialog will be taken 
for granted and will be an inseparable component, rather than a situation, 
as is often now the case, where any very radical critical view, regardless 
of whether it is right or not, is either encountered as something suspicious 
and hostile or is treated as a sensation. The socioeconomic relation of 
self-management, in developed form, of course, is certainly the most demo- 
cratic social relation. But it does not exist all by itself, isolated from 
the other spheres of social reality. Its democratic development depends a 
very great deal on democratic relations and conditions in other domains of 
the existence of society as well, on democratic spirit in the political 
sphere and also in the sphere of information, scholarship and culture. A 

lag in one domain necessarily must cause a lag in the other, and ve should 
lave no illusion that self-management can develop normally in the sphere of 


sioeconomic relations, that is, in the most important sphere, if a fear of 
*riticism, a monopolistic spirit, a hierarchical spirit, and so on, prevail 
in other spheres. Ail spheres of society must become increasingly open to 

+ % 


sritical reflection and assessment by the working people, and in saying this 
i\t does not occur to me for a moment that any sphere should have some privi- 
leged position in this respect. In this respect the greatest privilege of 
sur more advanced self-managed society will be when there is no longer any 
privilege in that sense at all. think that every sphere of associated la- 


bor can and must be benevolent and courteous toward every other in line with 
: + 


be 
1 socialist spirit, and it also must be critical toward it. This ought to 
become the normal state of affairs, and only then will it cease to be, as I 
have said, sensational. Nor is there any reason here to be immediately 
afraid that some criticism wil 


l be awkward, one-sided, and so on. Surely 
because of certain partial failures we are not going to frustrate a most 
vital aspect of the existence of society. In this free dialog matters and 
personalities will be much clearer. Just because someone has certain re- 


marks to maxe about certain ethnic problems does not mean that he is a na- 
tionalist, nor is everyone an ultraleftist who feels that certain issues 
hould be resolved in a more radical way. Nor is someone necessarily a bu- 
reaucrat and statist if at a certain point he calls for some intervention by 
' tate. 


Question: The Yugoslav concept of self-management, above all because of its 
continuous development and concrete results, is having ever greater response 
on an international scale, to be seen, among other things, in the fact that 
an ever greater number of distinguished Marxist theoreticians in the world 
are turning toward our experiences. To what extent does that literature 
penetrate to the essence of the relations we are building and how objective 
io you think it is in pointing out the achievements and also in seeing the 
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shortcomings and difficulties that accompany the development of self-manage- 
ment in our country? 


Answer: There is no doubt that the concept of self-management, as an essen- 
tial factor of socialism, as that socioeconomic relation which signifies that 
not only capitalist but also state-capitalist and bureaucratic-statist social 
relations have been overcome, is assuming ever greater importance in interna- 
tional socialist, communist and Marxist circles. Therefore the Yugoslav 
theory and practice of self-management is also becoming a topic of increas- 
ing interest, study and evaluation. This is certainly a great thing for a | 
small country. But this also imposes on us a great responsibility before 

the world. Our errors, shortcomings, the violation of self-management or 

frustration of its development are no longer a matter that is solely our own 

affair. That is why I think we should in fact be much more rigorous toward 

any behavior contrary to self-management. 


As for the literature concerning our development, it certainly is very di- 

verse. But all Marxists and socialists capable of thinking in historical 

terms take a very favorable view toward our revolution, toward our resis- 

tance to - alinism, and toward our concept and practice of self-management, 

and l crs ay that there are some very good analyses of our system. Theo- 

reticia.s f this kind understand the circumstances in which our revolution 

has bee « -veloping, and they therefore understand its limitations and linm- 

its ass 1. It is quite understandable that there are many who find it 

hard to put themselves in our situation and who criticize many things from 

their own positions of higher development. However, we must take up these 

dialogs as well and give some good thought to all of these well-intentioned 

critical objections. We are after all quite aware that there have been cer- 

tain things in Yugoslavia which were not necessary at all, which were inju- 

rious to our idea and practice of self-management. The sharpest criticism 

of even those with the best intentions is aimed above all at the problems of 

democracy, as I have already said. We must be aware that the left in the 

West enjoys not only freedom of criticism of that system, but also a freedom 

of organization of leftist political movements which are an outright nega- 

tion of those systems. They rightly feel, therefore, *hat in those coun- 

tries where the socialists are in power, and where a mu.tiparty system is | 
not possible for objective historical reasons, that there should at least be { 
a broad and democratic socialist debate of the vital problems of development. 
The question of the breadth of the ideological debate, of ideological con- 
troversies and discussions about the further strategies of our development, 
and there are always problems at every step, largely depends today no longer 
on objective as much as subjective circumstances, on willingness, on an une 
derstanding of that need and of its decisive significance to our construc- 
tive development in the future. 


question: The Belgrade publishing house NOLIT has announced your anthology 
entitled "Marksizam XX vijeka” (Twentieth Century Marxism]. What sort of 
book will that be? 
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Answer: This anthology will contain a selection of significant texts of the 
most important Marxist philosophers of our century and will contain my pref- 
ace concerning the main directions in contemporary Marxism along with brief 
informative notes about the various people. By and large the format will, 
then, be the “conventional” one used in the editing of books of this kind. 
This is one of the books in the NOLIT philosophy series on 20th century 
philosophy. 


Question: In preparing myself for this conversation, I learned that Marxism 
in Yugoslavia will not be represented in the anthology "Marksizam XX vijeka." 
If this is so, tell us why you made that decision? 


Answer: At the outset we thought we would give space to a few of the best- 
known Yugoslav Marxist philosophers. Later the opinion prevailed that it 
would after all be good to devote an entire book to Yugoslav Marxist philos- 
2phy that would cover not only contemporary philosophers but would also pay 
due respect to our Marxist philosophers and theoreticians from before the 
war as well. I think that this solution is certainly better and fairer. 


question: In recent years quite a few books have been published in Yugosla- 
via in the field which we might provisionally refer to as anti-Stalinist 
literature. As one who has an excellent knowledge of the phenomenon of 
Stalinism and as a man who probably has a much broader insight into this 
type of literature in the world, do you feel that what has been published 

so far in Yugoslavia has familiarized us with the most outstanding testimony 
concerning the practice of Stalinism? 


Answer: For a time the illusion prevailed in Yugoslavia that we had alto- 
gether parted ways with the problem of Stalinism in both theory and prac- 
tice. One of the reasons was the strength of our conflict, resistance and 
very important decisions and the realizations we came to during the fifties. 
The orientation toward self-management, that is, toward anti-Stalinist prac- 
tice, was also resolute. Nevertheless, it was ian illusion that has brought 
some of us theoreticians even to the point of controversy and minor con- 
flicts with the political sphere. Our assertions were to the contrary. 

That the matter had not yet been resolved. Even Russian Stalinism itself 
has not been altogether explained, and on the other hand Stalinism, which 
signifies a deformed statist practice, has its constant sources in the 
transitional period thanks to the existence of the state and other political 
institutions, not to mention underdevelopment, the lack of democratic polit- 
ical traditions and culture, primitivism, and so on. So it is no wonder at 
all, but is in fact very understandable and justifiable for us to be con- 
stantly returning to that phenomenon and to be publishing everything it con- 
tributes to elucidating that counterrevolutionary phenomenon in the interna- 
tional worker and socialist movement. Quite a bit of that has been pub- 
lished in Yugoslavia, we cannot say that we have held our people back from 
materials concerning that phenomenon; how shall I put it, today at least 
there seems to be no limit on it. There remain memoirs and theoretical 
writings which ought to be presented, and for our part we should do some 
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theoretical work to further elucidate, comprehend and define this phenome- 
non, which up to now has been doing the most <o degrade socialist thought 
and practice and has inflicted more damage than all theoretical deviations 
in Marxism. After all, we must not lose sight of the essential thing: 
Stalinism means an end to socialisn. 


TO45 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


LANGUAGE, ALPHABET EQUALITY IN SERBIA RESEARCHED 


Belgrade NEDELJNE INFORMATIVNE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian No 1480, 20 May 79 
pp 12-13 


[Article by Dragan Jovanovic] 


[Text] The task force of the Commission for the Development of Inter-Nation- 
ality Relations of the Central Committee Presidium of the League of Communists 
ot Serbia visited the actual sites to determine the ways in which equality 

ot languages and dialects of the peoples and nationalities is being accom- 
plished in opstinas throughout the republic. The task force's report was the 
basis on Monday for a discussion at a joint session of the commission and 

the Council of the Republic Conference of the Socialist Alliance of the 
working People. The unanimous concensus was that significant results have 
been achieved in implementing the principle of equality in the use of the 
languages and dialects of the peoples and nationalities, but that despite 
these results there are shortcomings and problems, particularly in the multi- 
national regions of Serbia proper. 


The poverty of southern Serbia, about which NIN [NEDELJNE INFORMATIVNE NOVINE] 
wrote last month (15 April, “The South is Knocking at the Door.") has another 
(un)foreseen side: the realization of equality of the languages and dialects 
of the peoples and nationalities of the region. On that occasion in April, 
there remained on the journalist's jotebook a note and a warning from the 
leaders of Bujanovac: The Albanian schools are threatened with extinction, 
since it is becoming increasingly difficult to find teachers for them. And 
secondly, the economic inequality in this poor region could degenerate into 
inequality among the peoples and nationalities of the region. Naturally, they 
are struggling to avoid that in Bujanovac as well as they can, for they still 
recall the nationalistic incidents of 6-7 years ago, which were very difficult 
to resolve. 


Opstinas with multi-nationality compositions that are, as a rule, scattered 
around the undeveloped southeastern areas of Serbia, were recently visited 
by a task force of the Commission for the Development of Inter-Nationality 
Relations of the Central Committee Presidium of the League of Communists of 
Serbia. The results of this field investigation were as follows: 
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The concise report of the task force begins with the statement: "The results 
in implementing the principle of equality of languages and dialects vary. In 
Vojvodina and Kosovo, quite a bit has been done to achieve more adequate co- 
ordination of the statutes of opstina assemblies and other agencies and or- 
ganizations with those provisions of the constitution and federal laws that 
regulate these matters, with the exception of a number of opstinas in Serbia 
proper where, compared to 1975, when the last analysis was made regarding the 
implementation of the principle of equality of the languages and dialects of 
the peoples and nationalities, not enough has been done toward revising and 
perfecting self-management acts that were previously passed and that specif- 
ically regulate the implementation of this constitutional principle. This 

is particularly true regarding the statutes of opstina assemblies." 


What is Actually in Question Here? 


There are examples where in certain nationally mixed opstinas, the opstina 
statutes have not been translated into the languages of the area (in Medvedja, 
for instance), nor have the fundamental matters such as the press, official 
forms and acts of importance for the equal use of languages and dialects been 
dealt with. In some places the materials for sessions of opstina assemblies 
and other agencies are not translated, In others, only completed resolutions 
are translated into the languages of the nationalities, but not the draft 
versions or proposed resolutions. 


The task force evaluated these manifestations as formalism and lack of com- 
prehension of the essence and significance of equal use of the languages and 
dialects for correct and complete realization of national equality. 


The general concensus of the task force, however, was that significant re- 
sults have been achieved in equal use of languages and dialects for correct 
and complete realization of national equality, particularly in the provinces. 
In Vojvodina, which has the greatest mixture of nationalities, in 29 percent 
of cases the interactions of the working people and citizens are carried out 
in one of the languages of the peoples or nationalities. Im most opstinas in 
both provinces, all assembly regulations and other acts and materials for 
sessions of sociopolitical organizations are published in the languages of 
the peoples and nationalities. 


But what about the situation in Serbia proper? 
Bulgarians in Serbian 


First of all, the task force comments relate to the communists of Bosilegrad 
and Dimitrovgrad, where most of the inhabitants are ethnically Bulgarian (more 
than 90 percent of the total inhabitants). On the streets, in the family, 

and in general conversation at work, in organizations that handle public 
authorizations, in the opstina and the court, Bulgarian is spoken. Yet at 
conferences, meetings, sessions of self-management agencies and organizations 
at the opstina level, Serbo-Croatian is most often spoken. The statutes of 
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assemblies, self-management interest communities, their official and other 
standard acts, regulations and documents, as well as standard acts of basic 
Organizations of associated labor, are written in Serbo-Croatian. How did 
this come about? 


As Asan Lazarov, a journalist and member of the Council of the Republic Con- 
ference of the Socialist Alliance of the Working People of Serbia says: "I 

am one of those who in public statements speak Serbian. We have all contribu- 
ted to this. I think that in large part we do this under pressure of the 
concerns for the Bulgarian crimes in the last war, committed against the 
Serbian inhabitants of this area. And yet, in Bojnik right after the war, 
weren't the Bulgarian teachers welcomed...? 


All those complexes and pangs of conscience now are the distant past, in 
Lazarov's view, and the time has come to debate the situation in the league 

of communists “without gloves," for actions for the full equality of languages 
and dialects cannot be carried out in Bulgarian, while at the opstina level 
Serbo-Croatian is spoken. While in Vojvodina they study the language of the 
area, we in Dimitrovgrad and Bosilegrad are still toiling so that a Bulgarian 
can publicly speak Bulgarian, and yet we are a border opstina on the Bulgarian 
border, and the Bulgarian policy toward national minorities particularly to- 
ward the Macedonians, is well known. 


Another interesting example is that in Dimitrovgrad and Bosilegrad, where 
the judges and all the court personnel come from the Bulgarian ethnic group, 
court administration and court procedures are conducted in Serbo-Croatian. 


It is no surpirse, then, that this year of 105 students of the Bulgarian 
nationality in Dimitrovgrad, only 5 chose to take instruction in their mother 
language, so that today in this school there is no section for Bulgarian 
language instruction in the first grade. Perhaps this is no time to raise 
the question as to why, in opstinas with Bulgarian populations, schools using 
Serbo-Croatian were opened at all. (At the high school instruction has been 
in Serbo-Croatian for several years already.) 

"We ask that the children speak and attend school in Bulgarian, but when they 
20 to the Bulgarian school, it is said that their progress is worse. This 
year not even the persuasion of the secretary of the Dimitrovgrad opstina 
committee was effective, when he spoke with nearly every parent individually 
pushing the Bulgarian schook," continued Lazarov. 


in the vicinity of Nis it has been understood that it is the eleventh hour to 
undertake something. They have finally begun to translate textbooks into 
Bulgarian. (Previously efforts were made to import textbooks from Bulgaria, 
but the realization came that they were ideologically unacceptable, even 


when textbooks for mathematics and natural sciences were involved.) 


The divergence between the established standards and the actual situation in 
implementing the principle of equality of languages and dialects of the 
peoples and nationalities is chiefly the results of subjective shortcomings 
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so that the communists in these areas must have a better sense for these pro- 
blems, in the opinion of Marija Stamenkovic, a member of the inter-opstina 
conference of the Nis League of Communists. 


Dangerous Logic 


At the joint session of the Presidium Commission for the Development of Inter- 
Nationality Relations of the central Committee of the League of Communists of 
Serbia, and the Council of the Republic Conference of the Socialist Alliance 
of the Working People for inter-nationality relations, held on Monday, there 
was a discussion of the implementation of the principle of equality of the 
languages and dialects of the peoples and nationalities in the republic. On 
that occasion, Selim Selimi from Presevo pointed out that these problems have 
been solved in better ways in the provinces than in Serbia proper. 


Nevertheless, in Presevo as well the materials sent by self-management inter- 
est communities and other organizations of associated labor to delegates, 

as well as standard acts, are most often printed in Serbo-Croatian. And 

the matter of translating a paper does not cover the question. 


Selim Selimi added: “Instead of having Serbian and Albanian children sitting 
together on the benches studying both languages, which would be useful for a 

mixed ethnic area, they attend school in separate classes. And the separated 
classes separate the children outside of school as well, on the street.” 


The employment structure by nationality in some opstinas in southern Serbia 
is still not good, they still have not comprehended that economic inequality 
is the way to nationality inequality. The best way to knock the arms out of 
the hands of the nationalists and the irredentists is the conscieatious 
application of the rights to language and more rapid resolution of other 
problems, 


In recent times the above notions have been accepted in southern Serbia. Be- 
ginnings have been made in preparing materials for sessions of opstina 
assemblies and for the leadership of sociopolitical orgarizations in both 
languages. Yet all other standard acts in self-management agencies and 
sociopolitical organizations, as well as the overall administration and legal 
procedures, are still to be found only in Serbo-Croatian. 


Such practice most often is justified by the lack of personnel and financial 
resources, but the reasons for this situation “should be sought in the lack 

of understanding and incomprehension of the national policy, as well as re- 
sistance in some areas, for it is clear that individual questions could be 
resolved much more quickly and without any dlarge material resources (such as 
the publication of more important documents, forms and applications)." There- 
foer, it was not without good reason that at the meeting mentioned above, 

the introductory speaker, Avdo Turkmanovic, secretary of the Presidium 
Commission for Development and Inter-Nationality Relations of the Central 
Committee of the League of Communists of Serbia, stressed: 
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"Although no examples were uncovered of direct, open resistance to achieving 
equality of language of the nationalities in individual agencies, organizations 
and public services, there are isolated transgressors that, in addition to 
exaggerating material difficulties, make excuses that “the members of minor- 
ities do not wish and do not seek the conducting of procedures or presentation 
of information in their own language." Such excuses have no objective basis 
and speak unambiguously of the fact that at the core of these conceptions lies 
resistance against the policy of equality of languages and dialects, as well 

as manifestations of nationalism. 


"The logic according to which there is no need for the languages of the 
nationalities, because “everyone knows Serbian," is very dangerous. It 

appears as if we still have not disposed in conscience of the notion that the 
right to language is an “ordinary” constitutional right, which we constantly 
repeat as "he who wants to, can speak and express himself in his own language.” 
And precisely that line “who wants to, can" is used to bring pressure on people 
to make a decision for the other attitude. Therefore, we should first dis- 
pose of that idea, and then it will be easy to resolve the problem of insuf- 
ficient personnel, funds, etc.” Thus stated Sveta Tadic, president of the 
Councii for Inter-Nationality Relations of the Republic Conference of the 
Socialist Alliance of the Working People. 


Is the cyrillic Alphabet Dying Out? 


Yet if there is a dangerous logic according to which “everyone knows Serbian,” 
there is also a concern that the Cyrillic alphabet seems slowly to be dying 
out. In the Socialist Republic of Serbia, practically all place names, 
village names, road signs and directions at crossroads and on the streets 

are written in the Latin alphabet (which is explained by the need “to make it 
oossible for visitors from abroad to find their way"). There is 
steadily less use of Cyrillic in the press, on television (where even the 
titles of translated domestic plays are in Latin script), steadily less 
legislative materials are published in the Cyrillic alphabet. Additionally, 
"in some areas there are individuals who place the mark of nationalism on 

use of the Cyrillic alphabet." A typewriter with Cyrillic letters can now 
hardly be obtained, and that on special order from -- West Germany (7!). 


iS easy as 


At the joint session, support was expressed for the idea that “the principle 
of language equality" should be implemented through the road maintenance 
enterprises by the gradual replacement of worn-out road signs. An appeal 
was also directed at the television stations to begin gradually to return to 
the use of the Cyrillic alphabet. 


All of this is not splitting hairs as it appears, for every fifth inhabitant 
of the republic is tlliterate (this figure includes those with 4 years of 
primary schooling, who have forgotten that Little bit of the Latin script 
that they once knew). 





The responsible commissions of the Central Committee of the League of Com 
munists of Serbia and the Republic Conference of the Socialist Alliance of 
the Working People did not, on this occasion, discuss the matter of the prin- 
ciple of equality for Romance languages (of which there are about 600,000 


speakers in Yugoslavia). That question was set aside until “the closest time 
opportunity." 


Equality of the languages of the peoples and nationalities now is being 
approached more and more from the proper, concrete angle. It is no longer 
regarded only as a problem with possible undesirable political consequences, 
but rather as a matter of a valuable cultural heritage of this region that 
is worthy of preservation. For it is not said in vain that “you are just 

as rich as the number of languages you know." From that viewpoint, the po- 
litical problem of language equality truly becomes secondary. 
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